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Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN *3 5,10,15 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN-—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN —a curvier, glamorous figure. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 
gain weight, don’t Keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 
money back immediately, 


If you had started this amazing method just a 


few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be up to.5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you Can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that’s a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 

Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that’s it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining prdcess begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
...as thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


© G,P.C., 1980 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh . . . so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don't take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk!. 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


own home at our risk. Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don’t feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt... . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn’t work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


No questions asked! 


VITAL NOTE 
A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 

recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 

over a 24 year period on 5,000 

underweight and overweight men 

and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight. 


1 — — 7 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY = — = | 


| GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. Dept.G807 I 
HERE IS OUR OFFER... | Box 2346, Carbondale, Ill..62901 | 
We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be I Please» send my package of GAIN Plan im- I 
the finest and most effective product of its | mediately with the understanding that if | am 1 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and | not satisfied. | may have my money back, no | 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that J] Questions asked. I 
statement up with this honest, straight- | © One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 | 

forward offer... 1 = 
Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your I E SAVE $5 00 Order 3 fr $25.00 | 
Enclosed is $__ ! 
7 cash, © check or O m d | 
GAIN IS SAFE i &ck or Lj money order 
GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 1 NAME | 
A ‘ cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 1 please print | 

3 of safe, pure ingredients, contains ADDRESS 
... a skinny, scrawny body is no asset nothing which could possibly harm you, I ! 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN and may even be taken with complete | city | 
Plan a chance to help build you up and safety by children. 1 _ | 
put firm flesh on you. 1 

j STATE Zip ; 


-—-— ——_— 


= 4% = = 
Bob Backlund 


PUBLISHER: John J. Plunkett 


ART DIRECTOR: Larry E. Matthews 
ART ASSOCIATE: James Allocca 
EDITORS: Stephen Ciacciarelli, Thomas Walsh 


PRODUCTION DIRECTOR: Alex S. Kole 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT: Lamont Donald 


ROBERT SCHARTOFF: Vice President 
STUART NERZIG: Vice President and Director of Sales 
BERNARD GORDON: Executive V.P. and General Manager 


—— 


National Advertising Representatives 
PRINT ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES 
144 Union Avenue 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


COVER PHOTO: GEORGE NAPOLITANO 
PINUP PHOTOS: MIKE GRATCHNER (Huber), 
GEORGE NAPOLITANO (Gilbert & Mosca, Jr.) 


WRESTLING WORLD JUNE ’84 ON SALE 
FEBRUARY 28th 


WRESTLING WORLD® is published ten timesper year by Lexington 
Library, Inc. Executive and editorial offices at 355 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 10017. Volume 24, Number 6, April 1984. Copyright © 
1983 by Lexington Library, Inc. All fights reserved. Copyright under 
Universal Copyright Convention and International Copyright Conven- 
tion. Copyright reserved under the Pan American Copyright Convention. 
Title Trademark registered in U.S. & Possessions. 


Manuscripts: Al! manuscripts will be carefully considered, but 
publisher cannot be responsible for loss or damage. It is advisable to 
keep a duplicate for your records. Only those manuscripts’ accom- 
panied by stamped, self-addressed envelopes with sufficient postage 
will be returned. 


Wrestling 
= World. 


Vol. 24, No.6 
CONTENTS 
6 RATING THE WRESTLERS 
A listing of the top 50 wrestlers in the United States, including 
individual champions and top contenders. . .Compiled by the 
Mattingley Sports Bureau 


8 MAT MAIL 
Letters from our readers 


10 GREG VALENTINE: HAMMERING HIS WAY TO 
HARLEY RACE 
The U.S. Champ is ready to reach the pinnacle of his profes- 
sion-by dropping the atomic elbow smash on N.W.A. King 
Harley Race. . . By Frank Amato 


16 BASIC BACKLUND 
By sticking to the basics, Bob Backlund has held the W.W.F. 
championship for over five years, besting the street brawlers 
with pure strength and common sense. . . By Jerry Prater 


22 THE OXIN A CHINA SHOP 
He'’s'big and he’s mean and those who step into the ring with 
him fear for their lives because Ox Baker's idea of a good time 
is putting people in the hospital. . : By Allan Bolte 


28 NIKOLAI VOLKOFF: HEATING UP THE COLD WAR 
His chest is as big as an arena and he delights in handing out 
punishment to his American opponents. From Mother Russia 
comes notorious Nikolai Volkoff. . . By Lonnie Mars 


32 THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE GRAND WIZARD 
Although he’s gone, he’s not forgotten. Here’s a look at the 
magical career of the Grand Wizard, the man, the manager, 
and the wrestlers he led to glory. . . By Frank Amato 


38 IN SEARCH OF THE HOLIDAY EXPRESS 


Is Gentleman Jim Holiday really managing the Zambuie 
Express or is he just a pawn in a much more sinister 
game?. . . By Jerry Prater 


44 THE STRANGE SHEEPHERDER SAGA 
They've come all the way from New Zealand with one thing in 
mind: Reaching the top. . . By Gregory Joseph 


Don Muraco, the Grand Wizard, Greg Valentine 


REGIONAL REPORTS 

48 EASTERN REPORT... . BY AL TESSITORE 

52 SOUTHERN REPORT. . .BY J. RALPH HOGAN 

56 MIDLANDS REPORT. . .BY LEN MATTHEWS 

60 WESTERN REPORT... .BY ALLAN BOLTE 

64 CARIBBEAN REPORT. . .BY GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


a ¥ 


The Best O 
Hall & Oates 


Rock & Soul, 


7) Acioc pases 
DY] Flick Of The Switch ==) 
MM wiveneison 42221 [oe 
De] THEBESTOFWHUE =f) 


Start with 3 tapes or records for only 1 ¢ sea tance WN, 
Buy just J smash hit in one year’s time. 


Enjoy 4 tapes or records for the price of one. 


5 . 

Don’t Miss These 

Smash Hits! 

® David Bowie: Let's Dance .. 53730 
@ Segovia: intimate Guitar... .. . 04628 
@ Herb Alpert: BlowHorn .,..... 63504 
@ Little River Band: Gt. Hits ...... 53429 
® Dolly Parton: Burlap/Satin 44133 
© Styx: Kilroy Was Here . . ... 34460 
© Neil Diamond: Jazz Singer ..... 32877 
© Oak Ridge Boys: Gt. Hits ...... 44417 
John Cougar: American Fool ... 40331 
© Van Halen: Diver Down .......- 44205 
© Bellamy Bros.: Gt. Hits......-.. 04770 
© Rick Springlield: Living Oz. .. --- §3844 
© AFlock Of Seaguils: Listen .... . 33905 
e@ Lionel Richie ..............- 44354 
@ Rubinstein: Beethoven Con.5 .. 24408 
# K, Rogers: We've Got Tonight .. 34557 
© Quarterflash: Another Picture .., 33973 
@ John Denver: It's About Time 24563 
@ Triumph: Never Surrender 38 


@ Sylvia: Snapshot ....... 
@ Rush: Moving Pictures .. . 
® Best Beach B 


joys 
® Hank Williams, Jr; Gt. Hits. ... . 34553 


@ Elton John: Too Low Zero 
@ The Who: It'sHard .... 
® Crosby/Stills/Nash: Allies ..... 
@ Eagles: Gt. Hits, V.2 
@ C. Witty: Lost Feeling 
© Pat Benatar: Get Nervous . . 
® Hooked on Swin: 
® Statler Bros.: Today 
®@ Stevie Nicks: Bella Donna 


@ J Geils: Showtime 13346 
© Led Zeppelin: Coda ........., 33759 
® Best Best Merle Haggard ...... 33505 
@ Chris Cross: Another Page ..... 34400 
© Bob Seger: Night Moves ....... 43584 
@ Alabama: Feels So Right... . ... $3632 
@ Hall & Oates: Private Eyes 34524 
© Joan Jett: | Love Rock ........ 43995 
@ Fleetwood Mac: Mirage ....... 2 

RCA 89 

TRADEMARKS USED IN THIS ADV ARE PROPERTY OF 

VARIOUS TRADEMARK OWNERS TMR(S) @ RCA CORPORATION. 


YEAH, but then you 
have to buy a whole lot 
more, RIGHT ? 


plus postage 


Start Saving NOW! 


Start Now with 3 Hit Albums for 1¢! Yes, pick any 3 records, 
or cassettes, or 8-track tapes...for just 1¢. Then agree to buy 
only 1 more hit at regular Club prices (usually $8.98 to $9.98) 
...and take up to one full year to do it...with nothing more to 
buy ever! That's 4 smash hits for the price of one! 


No Further Obligation Whatsoever! It's all up to you! You buy 
what you want...when you want to. This is one record and 
tape offer that really is different. And you pocket the savings! 


Exciting “ bers-Only” Benefits. Once you enroll, you'll 
receive your subscription to our exclusive music magazine, 
MEDLEY. Each issue is crammed with hundreds of hit tapes 
and records—many as low as $2.98 to $3.98—plus your fea- 
tured “Selection of the Month” in your favorite category. In all, 
you'll have 19 convenient, shop-at-home opportunities a year. 


It's Easy to Get Your Favorite Hits! If you want the "Selection 
of the Month,” do nothing. It will be sent to you automatically. If 
you want other selections, or none: just indicate your prefer- 
ence on the card always provided. ..and mail it back to us by 
the date specified. You'll always have at least 10 days to 
decide. But if you don’t, you may return your "Selection of the 
Month” at our expense for full credit. As a member in good 
standing, sendno money when you order, we'll bill you later. A 
postage and handling charge is added to each shipment. 


FREE 10-Day No-Risk Offer! Listen to your 3 big hits for a full 
10 days. If not satisfied, return them for a prompt refund. You 
risk nothing! So don't delay. Pick your hits, write the code num- 
bers in the boxes on the right, and mail foday! 


nenlcy 


RCA Music Service, 6550 E. 30th St., Indianapolis, IN 46291 


Whata deal! The RCA 
MUSIC SERVICE gives you 
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Clip here! Then tuck in an envelope and 
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Send back this coupon...today! 


MAIL TO: RCA MUSIC SERVICE, 
P.0. BOX RCA 1 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46291 


l enclose 1¢. Please accept my trial 
membership in the RCA Music 
Service and send me the 3 hits I've 
| indicated here under the terms 
outlined in this advertisement. | agree to buy just 1 
| more hit at regular Music Service prices in 1 year's 
time—after which | may cancel my membership. 
(A postage and handling charge is added to each 
l shipment.) 


|] @ seno my SELECTIONS ON (check one ony): 
OC) Cassettes () Records () 8-Track Tapes 


9 1am most interested in the following type of music—but! am 
i always free to choose from every category 
(check one only): 
| 1 CO) Easy Listening (instrumental/Vocal Moods) 2 (_) Country 
3 (Hard Rock 4()Pop/SoftRock 5 () Classical 


(4) RUSH ME THESE 3 SELECTIONS (indicate by number) 


© OM. 
OO Mrs. 
0 Miss (Please Print) 
| Address 
] City. 
State. Zip 


| Telephone (Area Code) 
ee 
6] Have you bought anything else by mail in 


DO last6 months 1 year ( never @) | 


———— 
RCA Music Service reserves the right to request additional information | 
| or reject any application. Limited to new members; continental U.S.A 
ant one membership per family, Local taxes, if any, will be added. 


American Wrestling A 


. “Bruiser” Brody 
. “Nature Boy” Ric Flair 


. Adrian Adonis 

. The Masked Superstar 
. Andre the Giant 

. Dick Murdoch 

. “Magnificent” Muraco 
. Ted DiBiase 

. Paul Orndorff 

. David Von Erich 

. Tito Santana 

. Ken Patera 

. Sgt. Slaughter 

. Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka 
. Stan Hansen 

. Kerry Von Erich 

. Tony Atlas 

. Butch “Hacksaw” Reed 
. Nikolai Volkoff 

. Rocky Johnson 


. Kevin Von Erich 


Harley Race 


Bob Backlund 


Nick Bockwinkel 


World Wrestling Federation Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
National Wrestling Alliance Champion: HARLEY RACE 


“Hulk” Hogan 


. Tommy “Wildfire” Rich 47 
. Jerry Oates 1 48 
. Terry Gordy 3 49 
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“Dusty” Rhodes 
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ssociation Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL. 


. Jerry “Crusher” Blackwell 
. Junkyard Dog 

. “Spike” Huber 

. “Dusty” Rhodes 

. “Playboy” Buddy Rose 
. Jimmy Valiant 

. Rick Martel 

. Jack Brisco 

. “Cowboy” Bob Orton 

. Randy Savage 

. Shohei “Giant” Baba 

» Ricky Steamboat 

. Jerry Lawler 

. Buzz Sawyer 

. Greg Valentine 

. Jesse “The Body” Ventura 
. Ivan Putski 

. “Big John” Studd 

. Dick “the Bruiser” 

. Jim Brunzell 

. Michael Hayes 

. Super Destroyer 

. Tully Blanchard 

. Dick Slater 

. Greg Gagne 


RATING -THE:WRESTLERS 


Compiled by Mattingley Sports Bureau 
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=== EXCITING DIET BREAKTHROUGH! === 


Lose Pounds & Inches 


WHILE YOU SLEEP! 


LIPOGENE-GH —The OVERNIGHT DIET Sensation! 


NO MORE FAT! 
NO MORE FLAB! 
NO MORE CELLULITE! 
NO MORE DIETING! 


pe SS 


FACT: LIPOGENE-GH™ IS NOT REALLY A “DIET” 
IN THE TRUE SENSE OF THE WORD. THIS 
POWERFUL, FAT EMULSIFIER ACTUALLY 
ATTACKS AND DISSOLVES UNSIGHTLY POCKETS 
OF EXCESS FATTY TISSUE AND DOES IT OVER- 
NIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! 


A DIET SO EASY EVEN YOU WON'T FAIL THIS 
TIME. NO CALORIE COUNTING, NOTHING TO MIX, 
NOTHING ELSE TO BUY, NO STRENUOUS EXER- 
CISE, NO BORING FOODS, AND NO SUPER- 
MARKET DIET MIRACLES—JUST TAKE 
LIPOGENE-GH™ AN HOUR BEFORE YOU GO TO 
BED AND WAKE UP THE FOLLOWING MORNING 
SLIMMER, TRIMMER AND BETTER LOOKING 
THAN YOU WERE THE NIGHT BEFORE. THERE 
7 Ne ELSE TO DO AND NO OTHER DIET 
y! 


LIPOGENE-GH ™ Is Finally Available! 


The LIPOGENE-GH™ compound is So new, So revolution- 
ary, it has the entire diet industry buzzing Why? Because 
this incredible compound can make very ordinary “diets” 
obsolete. For the first time you don’t have to diet to lose 
‘excess fat. You'll be thinner and your body will be firmer 
overnight! 


How Can The LIPOGENE-GH”™ 

Compound Be So Easy To Use 
Yet So Visibly Effective? 
Doctors and scientists have known for many years that 
the release of the “GH FACTOR” is responsible for gcceler- 
ated fat metabolism (the burning of fat for energy) and 
the production of youthful, firm muscle tissue As we 
approach the 25 to 30 age bracket, the release of the 
“GH FACTOR’ diminishes sharply, Research now believes 
this could be the single most important reason why 
after that age bracket you tend to gain weight (in the 
form of fat) much faster and keep it on a lot longer To 
combat this fat buildup there is now this exclusive 
LIPOGENE-GH™ Formula 


al 


P.S. When you are visiting Florida, we cordially invite you 
to stop by our offices and retail outlet to say hello and see 
what is being planned for future release. 


© 1983 THE ROBERTSON-TAYLOR CO. 


LIPOGENE-GH " 
WORKS FROM WITHIN 
TO DISSOLVE FAT, OVERNIGHT! 


Amazing new breakthrough formula stimuates the release 
of “GH FACTOR” (growth hormone), Targets your body's 
“Fat Storage Pockets” and literally dissolves them while 
you sleep! Wake up slimmer, firmer and happier each and 
every morning! LIPOGENE-GH™ will do all this quickly 
and effectively or it costs you absolutely nothing. 


LIPOGENE-GH ™ Works 

While You Sleep! 
The most incredible aspect of the LIPOGENE-GH™ com- 
pound is that it works while you sleep The LIPOGENE- 
GH™ compound acts overnight to begin its biologic attack 
on pockets of stored, unsightly fat (you know where they 
are: around the waist, hips. buttocks. thighs and arms) 
literally burning them away AUTOMATICALLY! Now. all 
you need to do to shed unsightly pounds and inches 1s 
remember to take your LIPOGENE-GH™ tablet an hour or 
two before you go to bed at night, THAT IS IT! No more 
starvation diets, no more fad diets, no more foul-tasting 
powder diets, no more supermarket pills 


NOTICE: DO NOT ACCEPT SUBSTITUTES OR LOOK ALIKES! 


LIPOGENE-GH™ is a preps blend of free form amino acids. Wh 


release of "GH FACTO 


en taken before going to bed. LIPOGENE-GH™ wil 
during the first few hours of sleep You mus 


q Stimulate the 
{ understand that the release of the "GH FACTOR® will only occur 


when the combination of tree form amino.acids are in the correct proportions 


No More Exercise, No More Calorie 
Counting, No More Books, Suits or 
Supermarket Miracle Pills! 

This “Non-Diet”, superstrength, overnight fat emulsifier 
is so easy to use. SO fool-proof that even you WILL NOT 
FAIL THIS TIME. Just think of it, if you can just remember 
to take your LIPOGENE-GH™ tablet about two hours 
before you go to bed, your diet problems will be over. 
You'll wake up thinner, healthier and looking much better 
than you did the night before—and that’s guaranteed! 


The Exclusive LIPOGENE-GH ” 
Compound Is Laboratory Certified. 


In the next few months you will see more and more 
products that claim to be “GH FACTOR™ activators. We 
at the Robertson-Taylor Company, a Division of Intra- 
Medic Formulations, Inc.. want you to know that just 
because they may contain similar ingredients that does 
not necessarily mean they will work the same way. The 
basic raw materials are expensive to produce and must be 
prepared properly to stimulate the release of the “GH 
FACTOR” To ensure the proper amount and correct pro- 
portion necessary to activate the “GH FACTOR’, order 
LIPOGENE-GH™ today! By no means are we suggesting 
that all other products in this new classification are worth- 
less. but to De absolutely sure, order LIPOGENE-GH™, 
laboratory certified and guaranteed by the Robertson- 
Taylor Company. 


UNCONDITIONAL 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 


As with all Robertson-Taylor Company's formulations 
LIPOGENE-GH™ is covered by our no-nonsense money back 
guarantee. Our guarantee contains no fine print or misleading 
terms. Simply stated. if you use our fine LIPOGENE-GH™ fat 


eliminating compound and do not sce incredible overnight 
results, results you would have. until now, thought impossi- 
ble. just return the empty container (we would like you to 
use all of this fine formula) for a full. prompt. no questions 
asked. total refund (including the $2.00 shipping and hand- 
ling). Again, let us restate if for any reason you are not 
totally satisifed with LIPOGENE-GH™, it will cost you 
absolutely nothing. 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM! 


| YOU COULD HAVE LOST POUNDS OF EXCESS | 
| FAT WHILE YOU SLEPT IF YOU HAD BEEN | 
TAKING LIPOGENE-GH™ BEFORE YOU WENT 
| To BED! 
LIPOGENE-GH™ 28 tablets (2 weeks) $24.95 
LIPOGENE-GH™ 56 tablets (4 weeks) $39.95 
Add $2.00 Shipping and Handling $2.00 


Total Enclosed 
Send Check or Money Order, VISA | or MasterCard [7 
= Exp. date i 
| Name | 
Address | 
| cw | 
| 
Mail to: THE ROBERTSON-TAYLOR CO., Suite 3540 
135 East Oakland Park Blvd. . Fort Lauderdale, Flonda 33334 | 1 | 
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MAT MAIL is designed as a forum 
for our readers. All comments 
regarding the magazine or any 
aspects of the mat scene are 
welcome. Send your letters to: 
MAT MAIL 

C/o WRESTLING WORLD 
Lexington Library, Inc. 

355 Lexington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10017 


NOT A FREEBIRD FAN 
Dear Sirs, 

lam a big wrestling fan and I've 
been following the Freebird-Von 
Erich feud since the two teams first 
met. 

| must say that | am appalled by 
your magazine (Oct. '83). | ex- 
pected to hear both sides of the 
story, but instead | found that the 
whole article consisted of what the 
Freebirds had to say. 

The Freebirds think they are so 
big. But the only thing big about 
them is their mouths. 

In your coverage of the Von 
Erich-Freebird matches, you only 
used pictures that showed the 
Freebirds with the advantage, 
when, in fact, the Von Erichs have 
continued to “whip the tar’ out of 
the Freebirds in singles and tag 
team matches. 

Michael Hayes says that the Von 
Erichs are “a bunch of overgrown 
crybabies.” Let me ask him this: 
Why is it always him that is sitting 
in the corner begging not to be hit? 

Michael Hayes also says he was 
loved by the people of Atlanta. He 
is a downright liar! He was hated 
by most of the people. When the 
Freebirds left Atlanta, they were 
known as the “Freebird Sisters,” 
Michelle and Little Terry. 

The only way | have ever seena 
Freebird win a match is by cheat- 
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The Samoans 


ing. I've never seen any of them 
wrestle fairly. 

The Freebirds are two-faced, 
yellow-bellied cowards. David Von 
Erich helped them in a very impor- 
tant match on their first night in 
Texas. Then, that same night, 
Michael and Terry helped Kerry 
lose a match to Ric Flair by slam- 
ming Kerry's head into the steel 
cage door. Disgusting! Kerry had 
Flair beat. Flair was knocked out 
cold on the mat. 

If you ask me, the Von Erich 
brothers have doused the Freebird 
flame but good. How long can the 
Freebirds endure this humiliation? 
How many indignities can they 
suffer? 

Lynn Mayfield 
Dahlonega, Georgia 


A SIGHT FOR SORE EYES 


An open letter to the Samoans: 
I'm probably wasting my time 


writing this because | really doubt 
that you animals understand a 
word of English, except for a few 
basics like “food” and maybe “kill,” 
but perhaps your alleged manager 
can translate for you: 

You slobs can kiss the tag team 
belts goodbye because Tony Atlas 
and Rocky Johnson will soon be 
wearing them. And such 
prestigious awards belong to well- 
conditioned, talented athletes, not 


.bloated, ptimitive specimens like 


yourselves. Do you clowns even 
know what the inside of agym 
looks like? It takes more than fat to 
be a champion, and it’s about time 
the W.W.F: recognized the true tag 
team champs. 

You've only managed to hold 
onto the belts this long because 
you've broken every rule in the 
book and because of constant in- 
terference by that blimp Albano. 
Your absolute lack of talent will be 
exposed when Atlas and Johnson 


beat you fair and square. | just 
hope when the inevitable happens, 
itis ina losers-leave-town match, 
because it will save a lot of wear 


Woody Farmer 


and tear on my eyes not having to 
look at you morons anymore. 
Bill Emory 
Washington, D.C. 


WANTS MORE HOMEWORK 
Dear WRESTLING WORLD, 

In the article on Sgt. Slaughter in 
your Oct. ’83 issue, it is mentioned 
that Sarge and many other of my 
favorite wrestlers learned their 
skills at the Verne Gagne School of 
Wrestling. 

| have some amateur experience 
and would someday like to step 
into the squared circle as a profes- 
sional. Are there any wrestling 
schools in my home state of 
California? 

Thank you for your help. 

Ben Kirby 
Sacramento, California 


Editor’s note: Former California State 
Heavyweight champion Woody 


AFAMILY AFFAIR 


Dear WRESTLING WORLD, 
| am anine-year-old wrestling fan 
from the Bronx. My brothers and | 
have wrestling matches whenever 
possible. Whenever we wrestle, my 
oldest brother wins. I'd like to see 
more of my favorites in your 
magazine. 
Daniel McKenna 
Bronx, New York 


Dear Editor, 

| enjoy your magazine very much. 
| especially like the artwork and the 
design. | would like to see some 
coverage on the death of the Grand 
Wizard. Even though he wasn't that 
great a guy, | think he deserves a 
few pages. | would like to see some 
interviews with the wrestlers he 


managed. | would like to hear what 
they have to say about him. 
Keep up the good work. 
William McKenna 
Bronx, New York 


Editor's note: Turn to page 32 for a 
look at the magical career of the 
Grand Wizard. 


Dear Editor, 
| really like your magazine. You 
have a lot of action photos. Some of 
my friends say wrestling is make- 
believe but | don’t think so. My dad 
took us to a match last year at 
Madison Square Garden and it 
looked good to me. 
John McKenna 
Bronx, New York 


Farmer currently runs the only pro- 
fessional wrestling school west of 
the Rockies. For information write to: 
The Woody Farmer School of Wres- 
tling, 23000 Connecticut Ave. #9, 
Hayward, CA 94545. 


The late Grand Wizard 


GREG 
WALENTINE: 


HIS WAY TO 
HARLEY RACE 


BY FRANK AMATO 


REG VALENTINE takes 
wrestling very seriously. 
He does not make jokes 
about it, and certainly 
does not like hearing them. 
Wrestling has been his livelihood 
since 1970. Besides bringing him 
fame, it has also given him a fat 
bank account. He is instantly 
recognized by wrestling fans 
everywhere. Some ringsiders may 
not like him, and some surely 
hate his guts, but they all know 
that when Greg wrestles, there is 
always plenty of hot action. 

They call him “The Hammer,” 
and after seeing Valentine in the 
ring it is easy to understand why. 
Valentine goes to work quickly. 
No fancy moves. No Strutting. 
Just plain hardcore wrestling. 
Valentine has a vast repertoire of 
wrestling holds in his arsenal. He 
will use a series of legholds, arm- 
holds and headlocks. He uses his 
arms and legs to punish the 
body. He can deliver a suplex 
with the best of them. 

The blond bomber attacks his 
opponents with a fierce deter- 
mination but his style is more 
aggressive than dirty. Itis arare 
moment indeed to be witness to 
Valentine gouging his 
opponent's eyes. True, he may 
resort to choking but only during 
heat of battle. Yet the reputation 
of being a dirty fighter hounds 
Valentine. Perhaps it is because 
he has injured his share of Op- 
ponents, but then again, they 
enter the ring at their own risk. 
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Valentine won the N.W.A. U.S. 
championship from “Rowdy” 
Roddy Piper in the Mid-Atlantic 
region by viciously injuring the 
Scotsman’s ear with the belt. 
This attack was so vicious that 
the match was halted to save 
Piper from any additional harm. 
The feud continues... . 


peat Rales has broken the legs 
of three topflight wrestlers 
with his figure four legvine. 
Although considered un- 


One of the legen- 


or TAVAVELcValtiat-Mes Flap 
the Hammer is used 
to winning. Now the 
U.S. champ is ready 
to reach the pinna- 
cle of his profession 
Mel coyeye) late miat= 

FV Col anl(om-) | ele) ni 
Tue mem folate) 
titleholder Harley 
Race. 


Making a point on the brink of applying the 
atomic elbow smash, Valentine also found 
much strength from the fatherly guidance 
of the Grand Wizard (below left). 


The Hammer in one of his infamous brawls 
with Pedro Morales and taking the W.W.F. 
champ fora ride (far right). Of Backlund, the 
blond bomber says, “This wimp knows | 
should be champion of the W.W.F. right 
now.” 


necessary by some, it is a tribute 
to his strength and skill. The vic- 
tims were Chief Jay Strongbow, 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel, and 
Johnny Weaver, an impressive 
list. Those who witnessed these 
matches swear Greg injured 
them on purpose. Valentine 
shrugs off these accusations by 
saying, “Wrestling is a rough 
business. You must win to stay 
on top. | plan to stay on top so | 
get rough. If my opponents can’t 
take it then they should seek 
other and safer employment. The 
fans have their minds made up 
on whether | injured those 
wrestlers on purpose. I'll admit | 
did get much rougher against 
Strongbow and McDaniel. They 
have big mouths and even bigger 
egos. | just deflated them. So | 
broke their legs, big deal. They 
would have injured me if given 

} the chance. | just did it to them 


© | first before they did it to me.” 


} Chief Jay Strongbow has his 
| own version: “Valentine wanted 
|) to break my leg. He and his 
manager the Grand Wizard 
} planned it. Valentine kept on that 
figure four legvine until my leg 
snapped. Even after it was 
broken, Valentine kept the 
pressure on. It was not an 
accident.” 

Pedro Morales is no stranger 
to Valentine’s roughneck style. 


He was injured when the Ham- 
mer gave him a suplex on the 
concrete floor outside the ring. 
Pedro says, “This Valentine is a 
dirty wrestler, amigo. He try to in- 
jure me because | held the 
W.W.F. Inter-Continental belt. We 
wrestle on TV and he tried to in- 
jure me so | can’t be in top condi- 
tion for a future title match. He 
injure my neck and back but 
thankfully I’m much tougher than 
he think. His plan backfired and 
Pedro keep the belt.” 

“1 don’t have to injure anyone 
to gain a victory,” claims the U.S. 
champ. “So there have been a 
few isolated incidents, but on the 
whole my victories have been 
gained without injury. Only cry- 
babies holler wolf. If they holler 
loud and often enough then fans 
begin to believe it. Hell, I've been 
injured in matches and some 
times it was deliberate but never 
have you seen Greg Valentine 
complain. | just grit my teeth and 
wait for my chance to even the 
score. | just pound on my op- 
ponents until my hand is raised 
in victory.” 

Not only does the Hammer 
pound away, he uses a well- 
educated knee, fist, or his pet 
maneuver ,the atomic elbow 
smash. Every wrestler, promoter, 
and wrestling fan has come to 
know this maneuver, taught to 
the blond bomber by another 
Valentine, in this case his father, - 
the legendary Johnny Valentine. 

Greg has admitted after some 
12 years of wrestling profes- 
sionally that Johnny Valentine, 
the great mat superstar of the 
’50s and ’60s,is really his father 
and not his brother as had been 
previously recorded. Greg ex- 
plains it this way: “My father 
began teaching me the trade’ 
when | was very young. | always 
wanted to become just like him. 
He taught me both the atomic 
elbow smash and the figure four 
legvine because he was very suc- 
cessful using them. When it was 
time for me to turn pro, | became 
his brother. He reasoned that | 
would have enough problems 
with the Valentine name as it 
was and being a brother would 
lessen the burden some. My 
father figured when the time was 
right | could divulge that | was 
really his son. Well, the time is 
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right now. My father is really 
proud of my ring accomplish- 
ments and I’m proud to be his 
son.” 


he blond bomber has certainly 

come a long way. In his first 
year as a pro he even teamed up 
with his father.on a few occa- 
sions. During 1971-72 he joined 
Don Fargo as part of the Fargo 
Brothers and they held the 
W.W.A. Tag Team championship 
and the Western States Tag Team 
title in Texas. Greg also held the 
singles Western States cham- 
pionship. Greg and Don eventual- 
ly parted company and Greg ven- 
tured to southern California 
where his career skyrocketed. 
Greg was managed by Sir Oliver 
Humperdink on the West Coast 
and had wild feuds going with’ 
Victor Rivera and ex-tag team 
partner “Maniac” John Tolos. It 
was also rumored that Greg was 
sometimes donning a mask and 
wrestling as Tokyo Joe after he 
had lost a loser-leave-town match 
against Tolos. 

Greg laughingly says, “| never 
needed a mask. This Tokyo Joe 

_ wrestler did wrestle like me but | 
proved it was not me one night 
by being at ringside when this 
Tokyo Joe wrestled. You know 
even | can’t be in two places at 
the same time. The fans weren’t 
convinced, at any rate, but.that’s 
fans for you.” 

Donnybrooks are just another 
day’s work for the Hammer. He 
points to Ric Flair, Pedro 
Morales, Bob Backlund, Roddy 
Piper, Chief Jay Strongbow, Chief 
Wahoo McDaniel, and Johnny 
Weaver as being his most 
memorable opponents. ‘We 
know why | had feuds with 
Strongbow, McDaniel, and 
Weaver. With Morales | wanted 
his W.W.F. Inter-Continental 
championship and we battled 
many times. | always felt | could 
beat him but the officials thought 
otherwise. Then there is Howdy 
Doody Backlund. This wimp 
knows | should be champion of 
the W.W.F. right now. Over a year 
ago | pinned the man in Madison 
Square Garden. My hand was 
raised in victory, the belt was 
even given to me. Minutes after 
the match, my manager, the 
Grand Wizard and | were having a 
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joyous celebration and answer- 
ing questions from the press in 
our dressing room when a W.W.F, 
Official took the belt from me. 
They claimed the referee made a 
mistake. Hell, it was Backlund’s 
shoulders on the mat, not mine.” 
The Grand Wizard managed 
Greg in the W.W.F. and did so 
very successfully. ‘Wizard was 
like family to me,” laments Greg. 
“He knew me as a little boy when 
my father was wrestling the 
Sheik in Detroit during the ’60s. 
Wiz was just like an uncle to me 
and believe me, I’m shattered by 
his recent death. | still can’t 
believe he’s not around. | would 
always call him on the phone 
when | had a problem or needed 
advice. Wiz will always have a 


certain part deep within my heart. 


He was the greatest manager 
and a dear friend.” 


LF ert proudly wears the 
N.W.A. U.S. championship 
belt right now but he is still seek- 
ing the coveted World Heavy- 
weight championship currently 


held by Harley Race. “I’ve tried to 
win this belt from Ric Flair and 
came close many times,” says 
Greg. ‘| had a rematch all set 
when he lost to Race. Well, | can 
beat Race and will prove it when 
we wrestle. The U.S. title is 
something I’m very proud of. You 
know my dad held this very title 
at various times back in the ’60s 
but he never did become World 
champ. He knows | can win it. 
Wizard always knew | could win 
it. | know | can win it. When | do 
win it the belt will be for all three 
of us.” Harley Race beware! 

The Hammer is a driving force: 
a force to be reckoned with. He 
has all the tools needed to take 
Race’s belt away. He may not 
always be liked but he does win, 
and he wins BIG. If hammering 
his opponents is the only way of 
getting what he wants, then he 
will hammer away. Greg Valen- 
tine knows this and so do his op- 
ponents. If they are to survive, 
they will have to take their wres- 
tling as seriously as the Hammer. 
Are you listening, Harley Race? x 


Valentine engaged in some serious 
business. “Wrestling is a rough bus- 
iness. You must win to stay on top,” 
he says. “I plan to stay on top so! get 
rough.” 


Si elle to at te pal Nit nll 


BASIC BAC 


KLUND 


BY JERRY PRATER 


Bob Backlund, king of the W.W.F. hill, 
is the essence of the practical in a 
sport that has more than its share of 
tals) flamboyant. When he makes a 


move in the ring, that move makes éf ae pep OF = 
sense, and by sticking to the basics, guy ora bad guy?” a 
the prestigious belt has stuck with T Nasked wwe Heawy- 
him for over five years. EE niceee cieed eon 
him. 


“That depends,” Bob said witha 
grin, “on whether you ask my wife 
or my mother-in-law.” 

If the young lady had started at- 
tending the matches in her area a 
couple of years earlier, she’d have 
known quite well that Bob Back- 
lund is to be counted among the 
“good guys” in the sense of being a 
popular favorite. You can hardly 
help admiring this young man who 
went to the world’s largest city to 
win one of the world’s largest major 
wrestling championships after 
touring the United States and 

meeting the best competition in vir- 
tually every area. 

Bob Backlund was.a household 
word from his native Minnesota to 
the sandy beaches of southern 
Florida during the years he gained 
the experience he'd need to com- 
pete against top heavyweights like 
“Bruiser” Brody, Bobby Duncum, 
and “Superstar” Billy Graham, the 
man he defeated for the W.W.F. 
title. 

“A top wrestler doesn't stay in 
New York all the time,” Bob points 
out, “any more than the Mets and 
the Jets stay in New York all the 
time. There’s a lot of competition in 
every area of the country and 
overseas as well. The W.W.F. 
folat-Vanj ol(oersiail omismer-Ualinte me ger-tCcl 
recognition every year, and that's 
the best reason | can think of for 
seeking out new horizons 
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BASIC BACKLUND 


whenever possible. 

“When | was a youngster, wres- 
tling was pretty much centered 
around just a few major urban 
areas, and anything else you ran 
across was sort of ‘small time,’ but 
a lot has changed since then. Just 
the other day, | heard a sportscast- 
eron TV remark that Florida was 
once just a spring training area for 
major league baseball teams, but 
that it now has two NFL franchises. 
Milwaukee had a brief romance 
with the Braves after they left 
Boston and before they moved to 
Atlanta; at the time, people said 
Milwaukee wasn't ready for major 
league baseball, but now they 
have their own team once again, 
and this time it looks like big 
league baseball is in Milwaukee to 
Stay. E 

“This is the trend in every sport, 
wherever you go. An athlete 
doesn't have the option of being 
complacent anymore; time was 
when you could be top man in one 
relatively small area and you rarely 
had to mix it up with anybody from 
out of town. Of course, that was 
before the days of athlete's 
salaries running into six figures.” 

In February of 1978, less than a 
month after he won the W.W.F. 
belt from Graham, Backlund put it 
on the line against N.W.A. cham- 
pion Harley Race, who also had his 
title on the line. The match ended 
ina draw. 

“Superstar Graham had already 
committed for that match (before 
losing the title),” Bob recalls, “but 
WiaWelt-CoMsl-nellema dali (cMi-Wellolane 
really resolve anything, the match 
cleared the air, so to speak. There 
had been some people saying that 
the N.W.A. and W.W.F. were con- 
tent to leave things as they stood 
and weren't really interested in a 
head-to-head confrontation. It 
would have been nice to have 
fofolal=Maleleal-mVitamelestamaltlc\om oll ar-t 
least some rumors and gossip 
were laid to rest. 

“It might surprise you to hear 
this, but I’m neither surprised nor 
disappointed that Harley Race got 
the N.W.A. championship back. 
He's one tough individual, and 
while | don't agree with his tactics 
100 percent of the time, I’ve got to 
hand it to aman who has proven 
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himself by winning this belt as 
many times as Harley has.” 

Asked if he were nervous about 
taking the W.W.F. title into Race’s 
backyard in 1978, Bob told us, “It 
wouldn't have mattered, because | 
really didn't have any choice. 
Superstar Graham had already 
signed the contract which 
obligated me, as the new W.W.F. 
champion, to go through with it. 
Actually, it was no problem. The 
fans knew me and were rooting for 
me, right there in the heart of 
N.W.A. country. That sort of made 
me feel good, and | think it hacked 
Harley off a bit. 

“Also, | didn’t have any problem 
with the officiating in that match. 
As far as I'm concerned, N.W.A. of- 
ficials are top-notch. Like all 
referees, they have a difficult and 
thankless job to do, but there never 
was any indication that Harley was 
being favored.” 


Even in the face of larger opponents suchas 
Outlaw Bobby Duncum, Backlund keeps his 
cool and sticks to the basics. “I'm of the firm 
belief that a wrestler can take the measure 
of a street brawler just about every time,” 
says the five-year champ. 


J Pe, ay 
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BASIC BACKLUND 


double-tough individuals in any 
one-on-one body contact sport who 
will take two to give one, but the 
truly classic wrestling champions 
are often able to avoid much of the 
punishment which leaves the faces 
of the unfortunate looking like the 
treads on a truck tire. . 

Wrestling, of course, carries with 
it the risk of injuries far more 
serious than cuts and bruises 
about the face. A broken arm or leg 
can put a man out of action for 
some months. Knee and shoulder 
dislocations with accompanying 
tendon damage can put a wrestler 
out of the game for keeps. 

A major source of such injuries 
is the variety of submission holds 
which are allowed in the profes- 
sional version of the sport. Bob 
Backlund is a versatile wrestler 
who is able to swiftly and skillfully 
apply a number of submission 
holds, yet he has never gained a 
reputation as a “crippler.” We 
asked him why. 

“| don’t need that kind of reputa- 
tion,” he answered. “I don’t need it 
to win matches, and! sure don't . 
need it to feed my own ego, like 
some people ! could mention. A 
EWVioyanlisesilelamare)Cmsiacolelom el-mare)taliare) 
more than a gentlemanly way of 
letting your opponent know that 
you're in a position to do him some 


Superbly conditioned, the W.W.F. king has 
retained his boyish good looks and 
“unblemished porcelain skin” despite a bar- 
rage fromall directions by a score of greedy 
challengers. 


serious damage if he doesn’t con- 
cede the match. It’s an easy 
choice: How many guys have won 
matches with broken arms, legs, 
etc.?” 

A point well taken. Bob Backlund 
is the essence of the practical in a 
sport which has more than its 
share of the flamboyant. When he 
makes a move, in or out of the ring, 
the move makes sense. 


Eyer a matter as routine as get- 
ting a haircut is a business pro- 
position to the five-year champ. At 
atime when this hairstyle is 
decidedly out of fashion, even 
among athletes, Bob wears a crew 
cut. “To get a handful of my hair,” 
he explains, “you'd have to go to 
the barbershop and sweep it up off 
the floor. | don’t think much of 
wrestlers who pull hair. If Chief Jay 
Strongbow can suppress his 
natural instinct to take scalps, | see 
no reason why anybody else needs 
to pull hair, but there are plenty of 
wrestlers who do. | got tired of be- 
ing aggravated by the situation and 
got me a short haircut. Maybe the 
style will come back in someday, 
maybe it won't, | don’t care about 
that, I’m just interested in doing 
whatever it takes to improve my 
performance in the ring.” 

This, by the way, should put to 
rest any rumors to the effect that 
Bob might have gotten a crew cut 
because people were getting him 
confused with TV newscaster Ted 
Koppel. Of course, it is true that 
fewer people these days are ask- 
ing Bob to comment on the Middle 
East situation. 

The “good guy” and “bad guy” 
designations are a bit arbitrary for 


‘the most part, and many wrestlers 


Felolahaiimexelantioletle)\aia)n-iital-ig 
category. Bob Backlund, though, 
does. He is definitely one of the 
good guys, at least insofar as the 
fans are concerned. Some of his 
opponents would prefer that he 
take a five year vacation in the 
mountains of Tibet, but even they 
will grudgingly admit that Bob is 
the very personification of good 
sportsmanship. 

A friendly fellow, Bob Backlund 
is always eager to meet his public, 
so next time you see him, step 
right up and say, “Howdy,” * 
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Never known as the friendliest beast, the reputation of the ox is now being 
monstrously maintained by Mr. Ox Baker. For starters, nothing turns him 
on more than the sight of a foe reduced to tears and whining. He’s cur- 
rently on a mad rampage, and getting turned on frequently in the process. 


E SURE LOOKED mean. 


The giant slammed the 

dressing room door shut 

behind him as he 
entered, threw his suitcase down, 
kicked a chair out of his way, and 
stormed into the rest room. A few 
moments later he returned, sat 
down, and lit a large, expensive 
cigar. 

No question about it: He’s 
Clastolalehdal-maator-iaelniadi=1are| va (ele) diate) 
wrestlers in the country. 

And he’s no midget. Ox Baker, a 
296-pounder who claims he has 
spent most of his life in the coun- 
try, is mad at the world. He has 
taken out his frustrations on the 
pro wrestling game, and anyone 
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But tonight he stared at his knee- 


alte] ai efele) «Hm av] 0) 01-10 al(cw of-l(o ll a\-r-leR 
late -joF-lar-iaital-melcols|ale my -Vitelg 
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he grabbed some papers out of his 
case. 

“Look at all the matches I'm 
booked for these next few weeks,” 
he bellowed, holding up a typed 
schedule. “What a bunch of fools. 
And a few of these wrestlers I've 
lal=\"{=1 al =y- 100) nde) 0}-10) VAC ele) [21m 
That's okay, | get a thrill out of hurt- 
ing rookies, hurting them badly. 
Usually people just starting out 


think they're tough, and that they're 
going to head for the top. Well, 
listen, I've put many years into this 
business, and no one’s going to 
outdo me. But there are a few other 
wrestlers that I'd like to get my 
hands on soon, and one is Jimmy 
Snuka. We've wrestled before and 
he has been bad-mouthing me, 
saying that I’m a dirty animal, that | 
cheat and that I’m crazy. 

al m(>11 Pm mateo Melalow o)ge)anie)t-im@olamiats 
East Coast ask me if | had been in 
the nut house for a year, and was it 
true that | frequently experience 
mental problems. He's lucky | 
didn't bust out a few of his pretty 
white teeth. | may act crazy in the 
idl ate Pur laloMe)ater=m tar-t@ el=1| m-velU late iomit 


brings out the danger in me, but 
I'm sane, believe me. I'ma country 
oo) Vale) a- Well Ws) I(o1<-1 a Uaoh alet 
doesn't mean that I'm crazy. | 

Cla (Toll ol-F-ltlare MU] oe) elere)al-Yay 
since my first match many moons 
ago, and I'm not about to stop 
now.” 

Two hours later he had show- 
ered, grabbed his case, and was 
gone from the arena, driving away 
in a noisy pickup truck. It had been 
another Ox Baker victory, and 
although most of the spectators 
Coro}an}e)E-Uint=Yomegt-\aal-W at-(oMUl-Yo lh (0/0) 
tactics, including his teeth and 
perhaps an object inserted into his 
heavy boots, he still left the ring a 
winner, and his injured challenger 
rete Rol ol -Mal-}] o\-Le WEVA 

Mare \aunt- tel st-1.¢-1mo[-elle(-B Co e-1.¢- 
up wrestling? “I was always into 
contact sports, and | had watched 
wrestling on television for quite a 
while. Some of my favorites then 
were Gorgeous George, Lou 
Thesz, Gene Kiniski, Verne 
Gagne, Dr. Death, and a few 
others. | respected the roughnecks 
like The Sheik, Gorilla Monsoon, 
and wrestlers who wore masks 
because they had what | have: 
co TUL Mat =D Vac cMalol ar tie-loh Coe l= ala Co) 
the ring and fight for what they feel 
is right. And they're not afraid of 
anyone at all. They're tough and 
brutal. So! pictured myself in the. 
ring with the same attitudes that 
they had.” 

The voice is strong, deep, and 
gruff, the eyes are large and dark, 
and the expression is usually a 
scowl. In 40 minutes, Baker hadn't 
smiled once. 

“School was never my bag, so | 
went when | felt like it, and we had 
a pretty large family, so some days 
I'd go out and do small jobs for a lit- 
tle extra money,” he recalled. “I 
was always big and strong, and 
they used to call me ‘Ox’ all during 
my childhood years. So | carried 
the name with me when | became 
a wrestler. 

“Anyway, fighting was another of 
my favorite pastimes. No one 
messed with me because of my 
size, and because they knew that | 
could knock the heck out of 
anyone who so much as looked at 
me wrong, and that | was mean 
enough to do it. | liked dirty, 
raunchy fighting—in swimming 
holes, in mud, at football games, 
anything. One guy was giving mea 
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oye cian=MelUlaiale n= Walle] abcxe1s(ole) (elo) e 
ball game, so | knocked him 
behind the bleachers, 35 feet to 
ital-Me]co]0 lao Mam Calellelalm@areltaliave meyait 
and walked away.” 


he highly sadistic Baker has 

been banned from various 
states for unsportsmanlike con- 
duct. He has been known to bite 
opponent's faces until they're 
covered with blood, and to gener- 
ally shatter rules from the moment 
the bell rings. He prefers going at it 
fo) a= Sto] aie) al-¥ar- tae) 0) efol=i-Le coi t-(e) 
team action, mainly because he 
has developed a bad reputation for 
turning on his own partners. 

“I'm in a different world when I’m 
wrestling, and sometimes | go 
crazy. | admit it,” he stated loudly. 
“So there aren't too many wrestlers 
that I like to team up with, or on the 
other hand, there aren't too many 
il iiateR Com ol-Manhmer-latai-iom =10l a ololant 
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care. My goal is to win as fast as 
possible, and to hurt as many op- 
ponents as | can. You can say I’m 
sick, but | know what | like. 

“Seeing my opponents lying on 
the mat, with a hurt look on their 
faces and their heads buried in 
their arms crying, turns me on. I've 
hurt many wrestlers, but | feel like 
I've just started. As each year goes 
by, more and more newcomers 
that | want to hurt get into the 
Seleaa 

“| was wrestling recently and to 
my surprise the ring announcer 
introduced me as ‘Mr. Sadistic, the 
most sadistic man in wrestling.’ Of 
course the fans booed me because 
they usually do, and I’m surprised | 
olfolammcUlsam-UcolU avo i-laloN antole) aint) 
hell out of the announcer. But | 
Ldatolulo}n) a colm-Wantelanl-lala-laleMc=t-liP4c\o] 
that he was totally right. |am 
sadistic, and I’m proud of it. 

“I've been asked about my 


reputation. Maybe | don’t have a 
good reputation, but that doesn’t 
bother me. I’m highly rated, | win 
most, if not all, of my matches, and 
I'm one of the most respected 
wrestlers around. That's what's im- 
portant to me.” 

Baker recalled that in one of his 
first matches he grabbed his foe by 
the hair and slammed his head 
against the corner post, opening a 
deep cut on his forehead. The op- 
ponent fell to the ground, and in- 
stead of counting him out, the 
referee immediately summoned 
the bell and disqualified Baker for 
the rough stuff. Not bad fora 
rookie. 

“Pretty soon | guess the word got 
around. The referees had their 
eyes on me, they figured | would 
do the same thing again. But | 
fooled them. In my third match, | 
left the ring, and when my oppo- 
nent, who thought he was a hot 
shot, came out after me, | grabbed 
a ringside steel chair and slammed 
it over his head. He spent three 
days in the hospital. That was my 
second disqualification. 
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The menacing Baker lives up to his name by 
going animal in the ring. “I'm ina different 
world when !'m wrestling, and sometimes | 
go crazy, | admit it,” bellows the Ox. 


This, remember, was 15 years 
ago, when the rules were some- 
what tougher. Nowadays, to see a 
chair or brass knuckles in the ring 
isn’t as surprising as in the past. 

_ Oddly enough, Ox has proved 
that he can, if desired, battle by the 
book. He has used flying drop- 
kicks, takedowns, leg scissors, fly- 
ing mares, headlocks, and full 
nelsons, so there is the potential 
for more orthodox wrestling. But 
he blames his vicious attacks on 
his background and general at- 
titude. All of which, he insists, will 
never change, particularly against 
Snuka, Pat Patterson, Bob 
Backlund, or Greg Gagne, the four 
highly-rated contenders currently 
in his sights. 

“Patterson has held almost every 
championship, more than | have, 
and | want a match with him to 
show everyone how much better | 
am. As for Gagne, | hate father-son 
wrestling teams. Verne was over 
the hill years ago, and Greg 
couldn't whip his way out of a 
paper bag. Backlund thinks he's 
cute, and his overnight success 
was a joke. He’d have two broken 
legs and a broken back if he 
stepped into the ring with me. He's 
too much of a goody-goody, and I'll 
show him what a wrestler should 
be made of: all meat and muscles 
and no heart, not sweet kisses, like 
Backlund.” 

There is no shortage of self- 
confidence for Ox Baker. But he 
does criticize the fact that his 
Mitel olUr-Maa-ve-le)elcer-\uamircrelU(-lalihy 
results in disqualification. Ex- 
cluding his numerous DQs, Baker 
has been pinned only five times, 
and has never submitted to an 
fo} a) ole) ay-1a1e 

In fact, if he had his way about it, 
there would be no disqualifications 
in wrestling. Matches would simply 
be dog-eat-dog, no-holds-barred 
wars between two consenting 
pros. 

“Oh, yeah, | love no-disqual- 
ification matches, | always come 
prepared,” he growled. “Brass 
knuckles, chairs, pens, anything 
that | can get-my hands on. But just 
because a match has no dis- 
qualification doesn’t mean that we 
can get away with murder. That's 
one thing I’ve never done, killed 
anyone. And | believe that in 
history two wrestlers have been 
killed in the ring. It’s pretty 


dangerous.” 

Another of Ox’s favorite types of 
matches are the notorious no- 
rules, anything-goes battle royals. 
He has been in four of them, the 
biggest including 14 other wres- 
tlers, and he was victorious in one, 
walking away with a beautiful 
trophy, a check for $24,000, and a 
wide smile on his face. How did he 
olonieg 

“It wasn’t difficult,” he explained. 
“| learned from my first battle royal 
that you have to stay out of every- 
one’s way in the beginning, then 
after five or six men have been 
eliminated you start kicking, hit- 
Tiare Pal Le larevaliare Fae (e)Lare RUAN AURAL RCo) 
keep anyone else away from you. 

“If | see two or three wrestlers 
ganging up on someone, then I'll 
jump in and help them to eliminate 
him. But right after he has been 
thrown over the ropes, I'll go to 
another part of the ring so no one 
turns on me. 

“In battle royals, someone you 
think is your best friend can turn 
out to be your worst enemy. | don’t 
trust anyone. Wrestling is a rough 
sport and it’s not a business or 
game to make friends with. I'm 
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here to win matches, cripple op- 
ponents, and make money. I’m not 
here for friends.” 

Surprisingly fast for his size, 
Baker moves like a man 50 pounds 
lighter, and he’s good with his legs. 
i AY(-M ol-{-1alr- (eels -Ye Roya <avelel dave o) on 
ponents out with my boots, but 
that’s stupid,” he insisted. “I wear 
these mountain climbing boots 
because all of my life that’s the 
type of boot | wore, and I’m not go- 
ing to stop now. They're hard and 
tough and they take me where | 
need to go. Nothing else. Why 
would | kick a man in the head 
when | could just cripple him with 
my bare hands?” 


h yes, the other top ranked 

contender whom Baker was 
itching to confront was Mr. Snuka. 
MavcYam@>-alar-\omeles\Vamia(-Mof-tttl=) 
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he said of the Superfly, “I'll get him 
in the ring and my actions will 
speak louder than words. I’ve 
never liked that foreigner. I'll 
annihilate him.” 

He finally got his chance. Jimmy 
Snuka, the muscular 272-pounder 
from the Fiji lslands, was ona 
tremendous winning streak and 
Mar-lo-)le]al-Yo-Werelaltg-(om (oh i-ler-M Oye 
Baker, for two out of three falls with 
no time limit. A huge crowd filled 
the arena on that rainy Saturday 
ale laie 

After several preliminary 
matches and a special attraction, 
the final of two main events was 
set to go. In his dressing room, 
Snuka seemed apprehensive and 
extremely quiet. Following some 
quick calisthenics, he was called 
downstairs. Baker, meanwhile, 
MCT Tell ale aliy olele) e-Ualell (ole) tale 
meaner than ever. “Two straight 
falls, and it'll take me less than 15 
minutes to finish off this punk once 
and for all,” he snarled. 

Moments later Snuka ran down 
the aisle, leaped into the ring, and 
waved to his thousands of fans. 
After a prolonged wait the giant 
Baker strutted down, glared at the 
fans, and climbed slowly into the 
ring, stepping over the top rope 
with ease. He glowered at Snuka 
as the announcer made the intro- 
ductions. The bell rang. 
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away. After a third try, Snuka com- 
plained about the Ox’s shiny, slip- 
pery head. “He’s got oil on, that's 
no fair,” he muttered to the referee, 
while Baker kicked him hard in the 
midsection, catching him off 
guard. He really put the boots to 
him then, kicking and stomping 
him out of the ring. “Those boots 
should be illegal,” one ringside 
lady shouted. Baker came out after 
Snuka, grabbed his long, black, 
curly hair and slammed his head 
into the ring apron, reentering the 
Lilate Rh Coh-\Ve}loll elt iale ere) ¥ ini (clohe)l le 

While Snuka was on the floor 
and the ref was counting, Baker 
ic=t-Toial=Yool=1-) oN lal CoM alici elole) Coe-T ale! 
feLU]LT=YoMoy¥] qv ip-ter=l 0) ef=¥-1¢-Yo fi Coll of) 
some sort of steel object, as the 
fans screamed. When Snuka final- 
ly climbed back into the ring, Baker 
grabbed him in a side headlock, 
scraping the object against his 
L-Toi-E-Vale Mol e-\y /1aleMe)(elole Ml sie 1m el=1(0)4-) 
the referee could catch him, Baker 
placed the object somewhere in 
his jeans and went back to Snuka 
to choke him. 

The ref warned Baker to stop the 
illegal rough stuff or he'd call the 
match. Again Baker pulled out an 
alien object and scraped it against 
Snuka’s muscular arm, opening 
another cut and bringing out the 
blood. But this time the official was 
faster than Baker thought. He 
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grabbed the incriminating piece, 
held it up in the air, called for the 
bell, and disqualified him for the 
ile erue 


That didn’t seem to bother the 
Ox, who kicked at Snuka three 
more times before retiring to his 
revolaalcim(elmialcm ay emsalinielccmasst 
period. When the bell rang again 
Baker was all over Snuka, scratch- 
ing, hitting and kneeing him, then 
biting his nose, ear, and face. “He's 
an animal, he should be banned,” 
ringsiders shouted. 


Seven minutes went by as Baker 
dished out more punishment, until 
he finally picked Snuka up and 
dropped him to the mat in a dan- 
gerous shoulder breaker hold, then 
pinned him to win the second fall. 

Two minutes later the bell 
signaled the start of the decisive 
round. It looked as if it were all over 
for the popular Snuka when Baker 
ret lTanleyetom Cond at=m ce) once) l= mC -r-1ekelg 
his fallen foe. But when the huge 
body of the Ox hit the mat, Snuka 
had rolled away, and Baker was in 
pain. 

That gave Superfly just enough 
time to build up some energy: He 
was all over Baker, and as the 
crowd went wild, he threw a flying 
dropkick, a shoulder block, a flying 
mare, and a headstand, finally 
heaving his big challenger through 
the ropes and into the seats. 
Snuka came out after him with a 
steel chair and slammed it over 
Ox's head, knocking him to the 
ground. He then turned the tables 
by biting Baker on the face. 

Snuka was in command, and it 
looked as if the match was his. 
With both wrestlers back in the 
ring, Snuka body-slammed Baker 
and climbed to the top rope for his 
Superfly death leap, in which his 
muscular frame soars from above 
reyayCom altcme) eyelelatcialeme -Jar-1e-UN a OLALNe 
ing his matches to a crashing 
conclusion. 

Baker quickly reached into his 
tights, and when Snuka landed, 
Baker clobbered him with the ob- 
ject, knocking him senseless. The 
Ox slammed onto him, and Snuka 
failed to get up for the 10 count. 
EES 


The Ox’s formative years: “In my third match, 
| left the ring, and when my opponent, who 
thought he was a hot shot, came out after 
me, | grabbed a steel ringside chair and 
slammed it over his head.” 


The match was over. Baker was 
announced as the winner. 


he fans went crazy. Several 

security guards stepped up to 
escort the victor back to his dress- 
ing room, as three burly young 
men attempted to jump Baker 
before the guards intervened. 
Snuka was brought back to con- 
sciousness with smelling salts and 
was helped to his dressing room. 
He didn’t know what hit him. 

“That fool could have killed me, 
jumping off the ropes like that,” 
Baker shouted. “I had to use the 
object. But the referee didn’t catch 
me, and now it's all over. | knocked 
him out and he deserved it. He 
won't mess with me again, And 
he’d better never accept another 
match with me or I'll split his head 
open.” 

He didn’t bother to shower, wip- 
ing his sweaty body with a towel in- 
stead, grabbing his suitcase, and 
storming out of the arena, a con- 
tented look on his face. 

In the other dressing room, 
Snuka, enraged, was telling the 
promoter and referee what had 
happened. “He used an object, he 
could have killed me, he knocked 
me out. That animal should have 
been disqualified. | want a rematch 
with no rules. He'll pay for this.” 

But at this writing, no rematch 
has been scheduled. Baker is 
pushing his way into the W.W.F., 
and he says he'd like to fly out to 
the West Coast to take on some of 
the top competition here, looking 
towards Oregon and California. 
“That's my kind of place—Oregon, 
where | can be with all of the lum- 
berjacks,” Baker said with a sly 
(and rare) smile. “| can dress and 
act the way | want. | can feel right 
at home. And I've heard that 
there’s some tough competition 
there. I've wrestled in the West on- 
ly a few times, and I’m ready for all 
of em. But are they ready for me?” 

Ox Baker's years in the business 
have made him mean and tem- 
peramental. He's at the height of 
his career, and like so many 
others, he’s out for a crack at the 
championship. 

He’s already admitted that when 
he gets the current king in the ring, 
ratewlMe(=14a1xe)a(= Malian Pme)®)|[=1¢)¢me] male) 
objects, fair play or foul. 

He’s also ready to conquer the 
world. * 
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try in the world today!” barks Volkoff, 
his heavy accent obscuring the in- 
telligibility of the words. 

“In Russia, we grow up strong and 
hard and tough. We don't whine and 
cry if something does not happen 

‘the way we want it to,” Volkoff 
adamantly continues. “We fear 
nothing. We build champions. 

“Look at the Olympics,” he orders. 
“The U.S.A. was afraid to come to 
Russia for the greatest Olympics in 
history. But it would not have mat- 
tered. Look at the record book. 
Russia wins all the gold medals; 
Russia wins more gold medals than 
all others combined. 

“And, in wrestling, which country 
is far superior? Russia!” Volkoff 
snaps, answering his own question. 
“Never has anyone from America 
won a gold medal in Greco-Roman 
wrestling, but Russians always win 
the gold medal in Greco-Roman.” 

That is a standard, verbal explo- 
sion from Volkoff. He waves his 
strong feelings for Russia like a flag 
in front of everyone just by wearing 
a red T-shirt, or a red suit and tie. 

But if he truly feels this way, if his 
emotions are indeed this strong, 
why is Volkoff in the United States 
and not Russia? 

Although a somewhat tactless 
question, the response of the raging 
Russian is surprise, silence, then 
finally a soft answer. “Here, | am my 
own man. Here, | do what most 
Russians wish they could do. My 
people are strong, and Americans 
need to know this,” Volkoff says 
slowly. 


ertainly, a great many wrestlers 

know how strong and tough 
Volkoff is. Perhaps the most stun- 
ning of Volkoffs maneuvers is his 
backbreaker. This is not just any 
backbreaker, but rather a double 
dose of pain. 

First Volkoff delivers the standard 
backbreaker, dropping his foe’s 
back over his own knee. But then 
this mighty Russian giant _ 
straightens up and lifts his stunned 
opponent high overhead, often 
balancing the poor man on his solid 
Soviet head while smiling and strut- 
ting about the ring in a mockery of 
the American athlete. 

Then comes the clincher. From 
perhaps seven feet in the air, 
Volkoff hurls his rival downward, 


30° WRESTLING WORLD 


_ once more jamming the man over 


his mighty Russian knee for what is 
a second, and much more devas- 
tating, backbreaker. Few, if any, can 
survive that. 

Despite his giant-sized reputation, 
there are those who feel Volkoff can 
be beaten. The critics point out that 
Volkoff almost epitomizes his native 
country, plodding ahead like a giant 
tank with no concern for what hap- 
pens to either side. 

This supposedly leaves Volkoff 
open to attack by those with quicker 
and more imaginative offensive 
Strategies. 

Of course, this is like saying Reg- 
gie Jackson strikes out a lot even 
though he does hit a lot of home 
runs. Those home runs have helped 
put Jackson's teams in the World 
Series and allow Reggie'to go to the 
bank quite often. 

Rest assured, Volkoff and his 
banker are also on very friendly 
terms. Volkoff hits “home runs’ in 
the wrestling ring. After all, that 
squared circle is no more than 20 by 
20, so there isn’t much room to hide 
from a moving fortress that fires 
heavy artillery. 

Surely “King Kong’ Brody, if any- 
one, knows all about Volkoffs vast 
capabilities. The two have been at 


odds for some time, dating back to a 
battle which ended up on the floor 
outside the ring. Volkoff slammed 
Brody's head into the press table 
and then knocked the awesome 
wildman into the second row of 
seats, scattering the spectators. 

Brody came up with a chair and 
fired it at Volkoff, just missing. The 
chair sailed into the ring. By the time 
Volkoff and Brody got under the 
ropes, the referee had counted out 
both men but a bizarre donnybrook 
ensued until more officials arrived 
on the scene. 

“Is this the toughest U.S.A. has to 
offer?” screamed Volkoff afterwards. 
“He has to use a chair! Everyone 
says Brody is the toughest today, 
that nobody is meaner and tougher. 
Then why can't he fight me man-to- 
man, like we do in Russia to settle 
our differences.” 


Y « Woes fracas between Volkoff 
and Brody ended when Prof. 
Toru Tanaka, an avowed enemy of 
Brody, came ringside and tried to in- 
volve himself in the brawl. That 
brought “Spike” Huber, an ally of 
Brody, to the area. Soon everybody 
was involved in the struggle and dis- 
qualifications were flying. 

That led to yet another confronta- 


The mad Russian's bouts with “King Kong” 
Brody are reaching legendary status, as the 
leading representatives of Uncle Sam and 
Mother Russia keep the cold war running at 


a fever pitch. 


tion, which eventually produced a 
winner but ultimately left a cloud of 
doubt as well. 

Two referees were assigned to 
the showdown, one inside the ring 
and one outside to make sure 
nobody else became involved in 
what was certainly a volatile 
situation. 

Brody and Volkoff tore into one 
another from the opening bell. The 
sound of forearms and kicks 
bashing into their bodies resounded 
throughout the packed auditorium. 
Bruises and welts became visible on 
both men as they unleashed 
tremendous amounts of punishment 
on each other. 

Still, the sinister Tanaka could not 
stay away. Suddenly he was at ring- 
side, with the outside referee doing 
his level best to keep the Professor 
out of action. 

Brody spotted Tanaka and lashed 
out with a vicious kick to the head 
that literally dropped the Professor 
on the spot. That instant, however, 
gave Volkoff room to drive his knee 
into Brody's spine. 

Volkoff then grabbed Brody's arm, 
but “King Kong” reversed the whip 
and bounced Volkoff off the ropes. 
A drop kick staggered the huge 
Russian. 

Angered, Brody launched a flying 
tackle that knocked Volkoff off his - 
feet and sent him sailing right into 
the referee inside the ring. As the of- 

ficial went down, Brody flew into the 
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air to attempt his deadly flying knee 
drop. 

Volkoff rolled away and Brody 
crashed to the canvas. The crowd 
was stunned. Brody was dazed. The 
Russian sensed his chance and 
locked onto Brody's neck and then, 
with an almost superhuman effort, 
lifted the bruising 290-pounder high 
into the air. As Volkoff took one step 
backward to prepare for the drive 
forward into his infamous back- 
breaker, his foot hit the downed 
referee and the savage Soviet 
tumbled over backward with Brody 
right on top. 

The outside referee, realizing that 
his colleague had been injured, 
dove under the ropes and gave 
Volkoff the three count before he 
managed to shove Brody off. 

Needless to.say, Volkoff was in- 
furiated. He blamed the outside ref- 
eree. He blamed the inside referee. 
He blamed the promoter. He 
blamed Tanaka. Fate had frowned 


on Volkoff, at least this time. 
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Amazingly, Brody offered no de- 
rogatory remarks. “Hey, | know what 
Volkoff is all about— pure brute * 
power, a mean and tough man. We 
both want the same things from 
wrestling; we want money and 
security and accomplishment. No 
wonder we tear into each other like 
wild animals. 

“But let me tell you something,” 
added the triumphant American. “I 
respect that man. Everybody says 
his background, how he left Russia, 
is pretty much secret. Well, I've but- 
ted heads with Volkoff and | know 
he is tough. Whatever he’s gotten in 
this business, he earned the hard 
way. But I'll try to bash his brains in 
tomorrow if | have to!” 

Nikolai Volkoff, the mighty Rus- 
sian giant: Who knows what secrets 
lurk behind that snarling face and 
fanatical pride in Mother Russia? 

Of course, there are no secrets in 
the ring for Volkoff. This man comes 
to destroy and, more often than not, 
he succeeds. * 
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The Life And limes Of 2 . 
Che Tz 
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When Ernie Roth passed away this past August, he left behind a 
bottomless supply of aliases and identities. But to wrestling fans 
of any era, he was simply the Grand Wizard, the man who also 
bequeathed a lifetime of wonderful mat memories. This is a per- 
sonal and heartfelt appreciation of an extraordinary wrestling 
legend, from a fellow who knew him as well as anyone ever could. 


HIS IS one article that away in his Florida home on cessful, highly colorful, full of 
yours truly hoped he October 14th. With him goes a mat mayhem, and worthy of his 
would never have to do. giant page in wrestling history unsurpassed record. He man- 
Yet it is one I’m also and one of the sport's true legen- aged two wrestlers to the W.W.F. 
proud to do: My dear and close dary stories. World Heavyweight champion- 
friend and confidant for many Very few managers have had ship, beginning with Stan “The 
years, the Grand Wizard, has the kind of career the Grand Man” Stasiak, who defeated 


passed on. Ernie Roth passed Wizard had. It was highly suc- Pedro Morales in Philadelphia on 


_ Always a classy dresser, the Wizard 
always associated with class acts, like 
Cowboy Bob Orton (far left), Marine drill in- 
structor Sgt. Slaughter (center), and 
muscleman Ken Patera. 
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December 1, 1973. The second 
was Superstar Billy Graham, who 
shocked the world by pinning 
The Living Legend, Bruno Sam- 
martino, on April 30, 1977, in 
Maryland. 

In the W.W.F. the Grand 
Wizard guided three grapplers 
who won the Inter-Continental 
championship. Pat Patterson led 
the way by pinning Ted DiBiase 
during a TV match, after which 
Patterson and the Wizard parted 
company. Wizard then propelled 
Ken Patera to pin Patterson, 
followed by Magnificent Don 
Muraco taking the title from 
Morales in Philadelphia. In 1973, 
Prof. Toru Tanaka and Mr. Fuji 
won the W.W.F. World Tag Team 
championship twice under the 
Wizard, first by defeating Chief 
Jay Strongbow and Sonny King, 
and later beating Haystacks 
Calhoun and Tony Garea. 

To say the least, that is some 
impressive record to have in just 
one area for a period which 
stretched from 1970 to 1983. Prior 
to coming into the W.W.F. for 
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that amazing performance, the 
Grand Wizard, under other iden- 
tities, had a hugely successful 
portfolio. His most fruitful 
association prior to the W.W.F 
was with The Sheik in the N.W.A. 
His ring name was Abdullah 
Farouk alongside The Sheik, and 
together they terrorized every 
area they invaded. From 1962 to 
1970, The Sheik won the N.W.A. 
U.S. championship eight times. 

During 1960-61, under the 
guise of Mr. Kleen, the Wizard 
managed the N.W.A. World Tag 
team champions, Handsome 
Johnny Barend and Magnificent 
Maurice. In 1957-58 he managed 
Ray and Don Stevens to two tag 
team titles. Other aliases he used 
early in his career were J. Well- 
ington Radcliffe and Armstrong 
Kay, but it is easy to figure out 
that his greatest triumphs came 
as Abdullah Farouk and the 
Grand Wizard. On several occa- 
sions he was deservedly voted 
Manager of the Year. 

During one of our count- 
less interviews, Ernie explained 


why he changed his identity from 
Abdullah Farouk to the Grand 
Wizard. “My association with The 
Sheik as Abdullah Farouk was 
not only as close friends but a 
strong business association. | 
couldn’t appear anywhere as Ab- 
dullah Farouk without The Sheik. 
So when | decided to appear ex- 
clusively in the W.W.F. | had to 
change my identity. Thus the 
Grand Wizard. Oddly enough, 
back in 1968 | appeared with The 
Sheik in the W.W.F.as Abdullah 
Farouk during those historic con- 
frontations with Bruno Sammar- 
tino. Once during 1972 in Boston, 
| appeared with The Sheik in the 
W.W.F. when The Sheik wrestled 
Pedro Morales. Only then | ap- 
peared as the Grand Wizard. That 
match in Boston was the only 
time | appeared with The Sheik 
as the Grand Wizard.” 

The Grand Wizard has nothing 
but high praise for The Sheik. 
“Sheik could get any arena up in 
arms with his wildman ring an- 
tics. There were many times we 
had to fight our way back to the 
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dressing room. The Sheik could 
wrestle with the best of them but 
he had the knack for real brutal 
antics. He found great success 
with his camel clutch and that 
“ball of fire.” His best-known 
feuds were with Bruno Sammar- 
tino, Johnny Valentine, Bobo 
Brazil, and Fred Blassie. | en- 
joyed my years with The Sheik. | 
have many fond memories.” 


n the W.W.F., the Grand 

Wizard’s cotillion comprises a 
Who's Who in Wrestling. He 
started out with Blackjack 
Mulligan, and cruised along to 
Stasiak, Handsome Jimmy 
Valiant, Mr. Fuji, Prof. Tanaka, 
Beautiful Bobby, George “The 
Animal’ Steele, King Curtis 
laukea, Don Leo Jonathan, Ray 
Stevens, Ernie Ladd, Cowboy 
Bob Duncum, Killer Kowalski, 
Pampero Firpo, Bruiser Brody, 
Bugsy McGraw, Superstar and 
Crazy Luke Graham, Dr. Jerry 
Graham (for only a brief spell), 
Greg Valentine, Patterson, 
Muraco, Sgt. Slaughter, Cowboy 


Bob Orton, Jr., Mad Dog and 
Butcher Vachon (another short 
spell), Patera, Playboy Buddy 
Rose, and, until his death, the 
Masked Superstar. 

The Wizard once explained 
just what he looked for in manag- 
ing a wrestler: “The wrestler | 
manage must have complete 
faith in my judgment. He must 
listen to my every word. He must 
be loyal and trustworthy. | don’t 
ask that they must love me or 
even like me but they must be 
loyal. | admit there were some 
wrestlers | managed who | wasn’t 
fond of, but we made money. | 
made many into superstars and 
some | headed into being super- 
stars. | looked for great intensity 
in my wrestlers. Those that 
wanted to, succeeded. It worked 
out just great.” 

When asked to name the all- 
time favorite wrestlers ever under 
his tutelage, Wizard responded, 
“The Sheik, Greg Valentine, 
Stasiak, Stevens, Ladd, Cowboy 
Bob Orton, Jr., laukea, Sof. 
Slaughter, Superstar Billy 


Travels with the wonderful Wizard: As 
seen by Greg Valentine in 1980 (left), Stan 
Stasiak in 1971 (center), and Playboy Bud- 
dy Rose in 1982. 


a 
Graham and Muraco. All for 

many different reasons. Some 
became what | call ‘my family,’ 

so to speak. Most of my wrestlers 
would call me on the phone, even 
if they were appearing in various 


‘parts of the country, to seek my 


advice. | was always glad to help 
out.” 

One wrestler whom the Grand 
Wizard always admired, though 
frequently an enemy, was Bruno 
Sammartino. “Bruno is a truly 
great athlete and wrestler. He 
doesn’t do anything with a great 
flair but he can bring down the 
arena. He is a great pheno- 
menon. You could never beat 
Bruno. You had to outsmart him 
if you could. | managed that feat 
once with Superstar Billy 
Graham. There is nobody who 
will ever come closé to matching 
Bruno Sammartino for popularity. 
He had a great gift.” 


WRESTLING WORLD 35 


Another who earned the 
Wizard’s long-standing respect 
was “Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers. 
“Buddy Rogers would bring down 
the arena just like Sammartino, 
only for different reasons. Buddy 
always had the knack for getting 
the fans to hate him. He was a 
master at this and a master in the 
ring. What a great ring techni- 
cian. My only regret in wrestling 
was | never had the Opportunity 
to manage him. What a great 
combination we would have 
made. You know, it was Buddy 
who got mie started in wrestling. | 
Owe him a great debt of gratitude 
for it.” 


Emme Roth was a disc jockey in 
Ohio when he first met Buddy 
Rogers. It was once said Buddy 
had made a guest appearance on 
his program and they got along 
great. Buddy told Ernie he would 
be a natural at color commentary 
for the TV matches. He tried it for 
several years, until Ernie decided 
his destiny could be asa 
manager, to get deeply involved 
in the sport. Ernie gave it a 
go...the rest is mat history. 
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If the Grand Wizard liked you, 
he promptly took you under his 
wing. That is how | came to know 
Ernie. He would always call me 
“my adopted son”. He became 
like a Dutch uncle to myself.and 
a few other reporters. We spent 
many times together just talking, 
cutting up, drifting into off the 
cuff discussions and banter, all 
cherished moments that will 
always be with me, good times 
and bad. Once | remember he 
had a bad back anda fever, and 
though he could hardly move and 
shouldn’t have gotten out of bed, 
he made his ring appearance, 
simply because he loved wres- 
tling so much. 

One unforgettable occasion 
came ten years ago, when 
Morales was W.W.F. champion. It 
was on the annual wrestling card 
in White Plains, N.Y., on the eve of 
Thanksgiving. All along the East 
Coast, heavy snow was coming 
down. In the dressing room were 
Ernie, four midgets, and myself, 
right up until the matches were 
scheduled to go on. The pro- 
moter was a nervous wreck. The 
midgets went on. Ernie laughed 


Ernie Roth, globetrotter, strikes up the band 
with Superstar Billy Graham early in 1983 
(left), and discusses the price of gold with 
fellow businessman Pat Patterson in 1 980. 


and told the promoter he would 
wrestle me, saying / could wear a 
mask. | said | would be the good 
guy and Ernie the villain. Ernie 
Stuck out his chin and said, “| 
wouldn’t have it any other Way, 
me lad.” 

The wrestlers finally drifted in 
one by one as the night wore on, 
though hardly anybody faced his 
scheduled opponent. Ernie and | 
never did don the trunks (a sigh 
of relief for me, anyway). 

To many wrestling fans, Ernie 
Roth was a dreadful man whether 
he signed his name as the Grand 
Wizard, Abdullah Farouk, Mr. 
Kleen, Armstrong Kay, or J. Well- 
ington Radcliffe. But to those 
with more insight, he was a man 
who simply was the best at his 
chosen profession: the premier 
Manager. From an absolute 
legend of wrestling we can savor 
a legacy that will live forever. x 


Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


TRE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes . .. Witchcraft! Every time you hear 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secrets that you would 
like to know so that your life can be better; 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
you; so that serenity, love, power and com- 
fort can be yours! 


THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT lays bare these 
secrets for the first time! Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with meney? A love life that would make a sultan en- 
vious? Supreme power to crush your enemies and reward your 
friends? What would it be worth to you to utter a simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vonish? Or say another, and im- 
mediately recover some lost object? 


What would it be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER... 


* How to Cast Spelts that Really Work! 

* Your Magic Window on the Worid! 

* Personal Protection! 

* Telepathy Made Easy! 

* influencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
* Controlling a Conversation! 

* The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

® Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 

* How to Find the Lover You Want! 

* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You! 
* How to Dominate Others! 

* Witchcraft Power for Money! 


MEET THE AUTHORS 


GAVIN FROST, B.Sc., Ph.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 


astral wings, a5 Witches do . . . go wherever you wish .. . do what- * Withcraft Power to Make You Irresistible to Others! headquarters in Salem, Missouri, branches in several states 
ever you wish . ... without being detected . . . watch the antics of ® Spells for Finding Lost Objects! and worldwide membership, He is Marshal of the Gold Star 
others behind closed doors .. . hear private conversations . . . make * How to Always Win with Luck Spelis! of England, with the right to wear the Saffron Robe and 
time run forward or backward . . . read tomorrow's newspaper in * More Power for Bigger Goals! one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 


a “black mirror”, . . find out what really happened in history. . . 
make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You can use it to heal 
someone, influence the boss to give you that raise, or make some- 
one stop bothering you! It’s easy! The casiest thing in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or super-intelligent 1o get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all over the world are using Witch- 
craft Power nght now! 

Witches have known for centuries that people are scared of them 


® inhaling Cosmic Energy! 

® Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 
® Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 

® How to Keep Evil Forces Away! 


miracles happen in their daily lives! 

You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 
parties, was always short of cash until he discovered the amazing 
WITCH'S MONEY JAR-now all he has to do is dip in, for it 


privileged to wear the authentic mark of initiation on his 
wrist. Although descended from a long line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of, 
International Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers to be thought of as a humble teacher. 

Mrs. YVONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction 
and publishing Survival, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop. 

Articles by or about Gavin and Yvonne Frost have a 
eee in such national publications as Midnight and 
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over other persons! Is someone bothering you? No problem at ail, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called the 


SPELL over it. All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
money from her, rushed to pay her back! 


"Cross Not My Path” ritual, for people who are haying neighbor Hank was tually broke, One night he got together with 
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With these amazing Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
to you—in awe—you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'll be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or necd, whatever frustration is bothering 
you, Witchcraft will help you. It is not evil—nor is it Black Magic. 
Like electricity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 
men, to make life easier. 

You'll see how to get paid without working . - - how to get ex- 
pensive clothes and furs FREE . . . how to get a first-class plane 
seat FREE .. . how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
and pleasure palaces, start living like a millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witchcraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, so 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves, Factory owners Kept their em- 
ployces in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil” in it. Lf it hadn't 


very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance. (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the moncy.) Another member of the 
group that used the Spell, a 40-year-old secretary, received an auto- 
mobile as a gift! All other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how Deater, a retiree, 
lives FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
secretary, was able to wear the finest, most expensive furs-FREE-— 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L., a widow—with noth- 
ing but a small pension, and a little savings—received her dream 
house, by using a simple 5-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 
Using the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from money worries for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say avthors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “In our experience . . . we haye not 
found a single incurable disease!" 

* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his illness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
went to a doctor, Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line. His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance to the mind and body—in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all illness 
can. be prevented. You are actually employing an ancient Witch- 
craft method to remove diseased tissue! Even if you do not have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who had been ina wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polio and arthritis, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
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When you receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 


CRAFT, we will send you the witches 
protection pentagon medallion (See p. 
26) that will protect you from ev: 
Whether you keep the book or not, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift. So send in this no-risk coupon 
risht now! 
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Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand still of to run it 
backward or forward! To make your face look young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the instructions on 
page 27. You can fiy through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on page 126. You 
can visit a friend, look in on an acquaintance and see what he is 
doing—even appear in someone's dreams, and convince that person 
to do whatever you wish! 

* SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There is a magic 
handshake that Witches often use, revealed on page 62. With thi 
secret, you can implant a thought in someone's mind! You can use 
this Witchcraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for identical 
thoughts. With this secret, you can read your friend's mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witchcraft can make you rich, even in a ghetto! You should 
never have to worry about the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a bass! No matier how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
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It’s a marriage made a little below heaven, 
and it’s raised many more questions than 
answers: Is Gentleman Jim Holiday really at 
the helm of the Zambuie Express, a.k.a. Mr. 
Elijah Akeem and Mr. Kareem Muhammed? 
And Holiday, a manager in limbo, may be ask- 
ing: “Who is J.J. Dillon, and why is he saying 
all those strange things about me?” 
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66 I 
decided that I 
would put the working 
classes to work for me, 
and eventually I would 
become rich and 
Jamous.’’ 
—Gentleman Jim Holiday 


“J 

immy, I’m gonna 
make you an offer you 
can’t refuse.”’ 


—J.J. Dillon 
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HAT IS a manager? 
What are his duties, 
his responsibilities? 
And is he a master or a 
servant? 

These questions have been in the 
air for a long time. There are no im- 
mediate answers. It's pretty much a 
matter of what agreement has been 
worked out between the manager 
and his ring battlers. This pact is 
often informal, perhaps only verbal. 
Misunderstandings can and some- 
times do result. 


We must also consider the fact | 


that certain managers are not the 


most trustworthy individuals on the . 


American sports scene. While it 
would be inappropriate to mention 
any of them by name, it is nonethe- 
less readily apparent that personal 
integrity is rarely a prime character 
trait among managers of profes- 
sional wrestlers. 


Not all wrestlers have managers; 
in fact, most do not. Those who 
employ or are employed by man- 
agers do so for several reasons. 
Some find themselves in foreign — 
countries and have difficulty com- 
municating. Others, having concen- 
trated their efforts on athletic 
pursuits, have neglected to cultivate 
business skills. A few simply aren't 
too bright. 


And then there are those who find 


_ |that a manager at ringside can tilt 
‘\the balance of competition in their 


favor. A manager, especially one 
with a reputation for unsportsman- 
like behavior, occupies a certain 
amount of a referee’s attention just 
by being present in a corner. 
Deliberate efforts are frequently 
made to distract an official's focus, 
all while the wrestler(s) under “con- 
tract” may be violating the rules, 
unnoticed by the harried referee. 

Such things actually do happen in 
professional wrestling, and they're 
not as uncommon as one might 
suspect. Indeed, it is the exceptional 
manager who does not (at least oc- 
casionally) behave in dubious 
fashion to enhance his man’s 
chances of winning. Certain mana- 
gers have even been known to be- 
come physically involved in a 
match, a risky undertaking that is 
unquestionably grounds for disquali- 
fication. 


anagers are of several types. 

Any given manager might fit 
equally well into two or more of the 
following categories. 

First, we have the Ring-Wise Vet- 
eran who finds it wise to eschew 
regular physical competition, due to 
age and/or the cumulative infirmities 
of several decades in the ring. He is 
often a wrestler who, though suc- 
cessful, failed to acquire a reputa- 
tion for respecting the rules, a 
necessary facet of retiring wrestlers 
who want to be referees. 

Next, we have the Spoiled-Rich- 
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Kid type. He may or may not know 
how to wrestle, but he has plenty of 
money, and he enjoys throwing it 
around. When his ventures prove to 
be less than brilliant, he can always 
write home for more money. 

There is also the Inconspicuous 
manager. You hardly ever see this 
guy: He doesn’t accompany his 
wrestler(s) to the ring, and may be 
sensitive to the fact that managers 
in general have a bad rep. Perhaps 
he doesn't like crowds. Maybe there 
are wrestlers who are “looking” for 
him. For whatever reasons, he 
keeps a low profile. 

Arrange the above three types in 
any order you choose. . .but save a 
place at the bottom of your list for a 
fourth and final brand, designated 
simply The Weasel. 

In professional sports, as in the 
animal kingdom, the weasel is 
scarcely an object of respect. The 
zoological weasel lives in a hole in 
the ground, sucks eggs, and in- 
timidates chickens and rodents. He 
slinks about under cover of 
darkness, plundering the property of 
others, and seldom if ever confronts 
a worthy adversary. 

It’s not much different in wrestling. 
The weasel is a doer of dirty deeds, 
and very little else. He may manage 
wrestlers who depend upon him to 
bail them out of a tight spot, but 
even they do not genuinely respect 
him. Because it would be too easy 
to overlook someone who belongs 
in this category, we will not mention 
names. 


Grntenen Jim Holiday, for the 
purposes of this essay, is a 
manager—only that, and nothing 
more, to paraphrase Edgar Allan 
Poe. If you wish, you may place Mr. 
Holiday in any of the above 
categories, but never let it be said 
that we influenced your judgment. 
Mr. Holiday was a rather good 
amateur athlete in college, but he 
was often getting into trouble, for 
things like breaking training. His at- 
tempts to revive the “streaking” 
craze during his sophomore year 
nearly got him expelled. A capable 
wrestler, he was too small for the 
heavyweight ranks and lacked 
dedication to a spartan training regi- 
men required to make the Olympics. 
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“It was at this point,” Holiday 
admits, “that | realized that | must 
Survive by my wits. Now, for any or- 
dinary man, this would have 
presented a serious problem. Not 
for Gentleman Jim Holiday, though. 
| decided that | would put the work- 
ing classes to work for me, and 
eventually | would become rich and 
famous like Gary Hart and James J. 
Dillon. 

“Unlike Gary and J.J., | was not 
born with a silver spoon in my 
mouth,” he adds hastily. “This would 
have stopped a lesser man, but it 
didn't stop Gentleman Jim Holiday. 
So | wasn't rich, so what? Was Col- 
umbus rich when he went to the 
Queen of Spain and asked for the 
means to discover the New World? 
Of course not. America was 
discovered by a man who did it on 
borrowed money, and the govern- 
ment has been operating on bor- 
rowed money ever since. | studied 
my history. A college education was 
not wasted on Gentleman Jim 
Holiday!” 

Mr. Holiday found the going tough 
at first. No established wrestler was 
very interested in a young manager 
with no reputation in the sport. Holi- 
day stayed visible, however, always 
dressing well and behaving as 
though he had plenty of money. 
Eventually, he was able to attract a 
better caliber of athlete and to thus 
attract a little attention in the trade. 

Gentleman Jim Holiday's big 
break came when he met James J. 
Dillon. It seems Dillon had one man 
in his stable who was such an irasci- 
ble fellow that Dillon found it 
necessary to put the rest of his crew 
on waivers for a season, the better 
to look after the affairs of the one 
troublesome individual he felt would 
prove most valuable in the long run. 

“Jimmy, I'm gonna make you an 
offer you can't refuse,” Dillon told 
Holiday. (We don't know what the 
offer was, but we do know that Holi- 
day accepted it, because shortly 
thereafter he was managing Mr. Eli- 
jah Akeem and Mr. Kareem 
Muhammed, two of the stalwarts 
from Dillon's crew.) 

“| don't think the details of our 
agreement are anybody else’s 
business!” Holiday stated, his voice 
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full of renewed confidence. 
. “Well said!” Dillon agreed. It was 
extremely difficult to get an interview 
with Holiday at this point without 
having Dillon on hand. 

The rumors began to spread: 
Was Holiday just a front man for 
Dillon? Was the notorious Dillon still 
Calling the shots from behind the 
scenes? Our efforts to find out met 
with ambiguities and denials. 

Akeem and Muhammed, a.k.a. 
the Zambuie Express, met with 
even greater success under Holiday 
than they had under Dillon. We 
were just about convinced that Holi- 
day was some sort of previously 
undiscovered genius. . .when Mr. 
Akeem and Mr. Muhammed called 
a television news conference, to tell 
the world that they were running 
things, not Jim Holiday. 

Bluster and big talk, you say? 
Perhaps, except for one thing: Jim 
Holiday was at the news con- 
ference, too, and he wasn't saying 
one word to challenge the challenge 
to his status as manager of the 
Zambuie Express. He just stood 
there and agreed with everything 
that was said. 

Why didn't Holiday protest? Was 
he worried that 650 pounds of mean 
black power would stomp him into 
the plush carpet? Did he not have a 
firm, signed contract which 
established him as boss? Was he 
really just a front man for another 
manager? 
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You just don't get direct answers 
to questions like these from the prin- 
cipals involved in such circum- 
stances. We wouldn't go so far as to 
say Jim Holiday was giving the last 
rites to the truth, but if the facts were 
in him, they were not ready to come 
out yet. 

By the time of the precedent- 
breaking news conference, Mr. 
Akeem and Mr. Muhammed had 
won a major national tag team 
championship. Perhaps they had 
enough money to break any con- 
tract they had with Holiday, and 
perhaps Gentleman Jim, knowing 
this, was prepared to humble him- 
self rather than lose out on this 
monstrous meal ticket. 

Or maybe James J. Dillon de- 
cided that he wanted the big fellows 
back. Muhammed and Akeem were 
in a position to command big bucks 
each time they stepped into the ring, 
and perhaps Mr. Dillon was having 
second thoughts about his cutting 
Holiday in on the action—if indeed 
he did. 

Mr. Elijah Akeem and Mr. Kareem 
Muhammed are a couple of militant 
types, and they don’t mind telling 
anybody what they think of a situa- 
tion. But this was the first time we'd 
ever seen them stage a protest as 
calculated as anews conference to 
tell their manager he was no longer 
in charge. We suspect that a better 
and more experienced organizer 
was behind this move. And that the 


Barbara Clary is flanked by the Zambuie Ex- 
press and Gentleman Jim Holiday and the 
notorious J.J. Dillon (above left). Besides 
advising the weighty tag duo on ring mat- 
ters, here the manager and Mr. Kareem 
Muhammed show Mr. Elijah Akeem how to 
play his ace in the hole. 


real culprit in this whole gig is none 
other than James J. Dillon. 


ll of this is Speculation. But, if 
Dillon kept some strings at- 


tached when he turned the Zambuie 
Express over to Jim Holiday, then it 
would be very much to Dillon's ad- 
vantage to get Holiday upset 
enough to pack his attache case 
and leave, thus leaving that 650 
pound team of money-making 
champions to make money for 
James J. Dillon once again. 

Can't you just imagine Dillon tell- 
ing Akeem and Muhammed how 
Holiday was exploiting them? Can't 
you just see him planting the seed 


WN 


of rebellion in the hearts of these 
rugged fellows? Can't you just see 
Dillon cleverly mapping out the ex- 
act steps they need to take to 


“regain their independence?” 


It would unquestionably be a das- 
tardly deed, and perhaps we are 
wrong in suspecting even the nefar- 
ious James J. Dillon of doing such a 
thing. But there’s something about 
the entire affair that just doesn’t look 
right. As time marches on, so does 
the speculation. * 
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LTHOUGH THE debate 

continues, many mat 

experts agree that the 

most successful tag 
team combination over the last 
four years has been the wild 
Sheepherders. 

They began their controversial 
careers in their native New 
Zealand, and after annihilating 
the opposition in their own coun- 
try and staging repeat perfor- 
mances in Australia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, and Malaysia, the 
Sheepherders set their sights on 


ing in Canada, the Sheepherders 
took Calgary by storm and were 
soon the proud holders of the 
North American Tag Team title. 
The duo from New Zealand 
wreaked havoc in the Pacific 
Northwest for close to two years 
and then decided it was time to 
take their brand of hair-raising 
action elsewhere. 

From the Northwest, the 
Sheepherders rode into the Mid- 
Atlantic area. But their stay there 
was brief as a tour of the Carib- 
bean, which had been in the 
works before their move, finally 
materialized. 


the North American shores. Arriv- 


HERDER 


SAGA 


In the course of the last four years, 

+ some zealous New Zealanders have 

> managed to claw their way through the 
_ American ranks to take over the top tag 
team honors. They're exciting. They're 
_ strange. They're the Sheepherders, and 
they're planning to take over the world! 


By Gregory Joseph 


Once they invaded the Carib- 
bean shores, the Sheepherders 
quickly captured the Caribbean 
Tag Team crown, the North 
American Tag Team belts, and - 
the W.W.C. Tag Team title. The 
Sheepherders were now the 
kings of the Caribbean, but the 
fans truly resented the fact that 
these two “blokes” from New 
Zealand held the upper hand over 
their local favorites. 

Although their stay in the 
Caribbean was a rewarding one, 
things did not go as smoothly as 
they had planned. During a bout 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
Sheepherder Butch Miller was 
seriously injured. Miller remained 
in Puerto Rico hoping for a full 
recovery, but after four weeks on 
the mend Miller was still not 
responding to treatment. The ail- 
ing Sheepherder then decided 
that it would be best for him to 
return home. 

Broken-hearted, Miller left the 
Caribbean for his native islands. 
On his return to New Zealand, 
cousin Jonathan Boyd took the 
next plane out to join cousin 
Luke Williams in Puerto Rico 
where the two would carry on the 


WRESTLING WORLD 45 


Sheepherders’ name and 
tradition. 

Boyd and Williams remained in 
the Caribbean for six months and 
continued to keep the fans en- 
raged at their wild antics and 
crazy New Zealand ways. Finally, 
after ruling the Caribbean with an 
iron hand for close to a year, the 
Sheepherders departed the sun- 
ny Islands to begin their 
onslaught on the United States. 
Florida was chosen as the sight 
of their first beachhead. The 
fanatical Sheepherders quickly 
established their supremacy in 
the Sunshine State and, within a 
matter of weeks, the New 
Zealanders made sure everyone 
knew the pertinent facts about 
their country’s heritage and 
history. 


F rom Florida, the Sheepherd- 
ers moved their base of opera. 
tion to Tennessee. In their usual 
Style, they tried to transplant 
their ideals and beliefs in the 
“Land of Country Music.” The 
“good ole country folks” in Ten- 
nessee just didn’t know what to 
make of these wildmen from New 
Zealand. But soon, Jonathan 
Boyd and Luke Williams were 
once again sitting pretty on top 
of the wrestling world. 

Their next move was to the 
Lone Star State and once again 
success followed. “We have 
toured the world numerous times 
and have captured titles, awards, 
and accolades in 31 different 
countries,” ranted Williams in his 
inimitable style. “Now the U.S. is 
starting to feel our wrath, Already 
we have controlled Florida, the 
Mid-America area, and even the 
great state of Texas! We will 
never be stopped. It is our mis- 
sion to spread the customs, tradi- 
tions, and values of our New Zea- 
land all over the world and we are 
on the right course. From here 
we will continue our march 
across the U.S.A. It won’t take 
long before all of America knows 
about the Sheepherders. You 
may have seen the rest, but until 
you’ve seen the Sheepherders, 
you’ve never seen the best! We 
are simply incomparable.” 

In Texas, the Sheepherders 
had taken “Hangman” Bobby 
Jaggers under their wing. The dy- 
namic duo from New Zealand in- 
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Stilled in Jaggers the spirit he 
needed to survive in the rugged 
world of professional wrestling. 
Although Jaggers had always 
been successful in the past, 
under the Sheepherders he 
rocketed to stardom. Eventually, 
the success went to Jaggers’ 
head and the Hangman began to 
put down his allies. Upon learn- 
ing of Jaggers’ remarks, the 
Sheepherders went crazy with 
rage. Boyd and Williams began to 
attack the Hangman at every op- 
portunity. In an attempt to settle 
the score once and for all, Jag- 
gers enlisted the aid of Buddy 
Moreno and several other 
roughneck wrestlers. But 
regardless of who came to his 
side, the Hangman simply had no 
luck at all against the revengeful 
New Zealanders. 

But the Sheepherder saga 
screeched to an abrupt halt when 
Jonathan Boyd was seriously in- 
jured in a near-fatal car accident. 
One night, at 2:45 a.m., Boyd was 
returning from a night of partying 
after another victory when his car 
was mysteriously forced off the 
road. Boyd hit a utility pole and 
was discovered two hours later 
by a passing ambulance return- 
ing from an emergency call. Boyd 
was immediately pried from his 
car and rushed to the hospital. 
Doctors worked diligently into 
the early morning hours trying to 


save his life. 

For two weeks after the crash 
Boyd remained in a coma. But 
once he was taken off the critical 
list, Boyd recalled every detail 
leading up to the crash. “I 
remember looking to my side and 
seeing Bobby Jaggers’ sneering 
face staring at me,” Boyd re- 
counted. ‘His eyes were prac- 
tically bulging out of his head as 
his pickup truck started to move 
into the side of my car. Before | 
knew it, | was careening over the 
side and into a ditch.” 


hen Luke Williams heard 
this story he became livid, 
promising to make Jaggers suffer 


the same fate as his fallen part- 
ner. From the moment he heard 
that the Hangman was responsi- 
ble, the only thing on Williams’ 
mind was getting back at Jag- 
gers. The Sheepherder even 
called upon his good friend from 
iran, the Iron Sheik, to help him 
get the revenge he longed for. 
Williams easily accomplished his 
mission, and the consensus was 
that Jaggers was running scared. 
After being laid up for six 
weeks, Jonathan Boyd was 
discharged from the hospital but 
the hurt, anguish, and suffering 
may never really heal. “Bobby 
Jaggers may think he is one up 
on me but he will never get away. 
He’s a wanted man and our 
friends and allies all over the 
wrestling world will be on the 
lookout for him. Right now he’s 
left Texas and his whereabouts 
“are unknown, but he can’t run far. 
ee 


By whatever means it takes, the Sheep- 
herders are out to spread the glory of their 
native New Zealand. For more stubborn in- 
dividuals, Boyd has had to resort to other 
means of persuasion, most notably, the 
chair (below left) and a vicious elbow 
(above right). Not to be outdone, Williams 
reaches for an ax handle to drive a point 
home to Bobby Jaggers. 
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We will find him. And when we 
do, it will spell the end for Bobby 
Jaggers.” 

After carrying on without a 
partner for two months, Luke 
Williams and Jonathan Boyd 


received a telex from New 
Zealand. “I’m coming to join 
you,” read the message, and 
within 24 hours, Butch Miller had 
returned to the States to rejoin 
the Sheepherders. Now the team 
has come full circle. Luke 
Williams and Butch Miller are 
once again creating havoc all 
over the Lone Star State while 
cousin Jonathan lends his exper- 
tise either from the outside of the 
ring or behind the scenes. 


“No one will ever stop the 
onslaught of the Sheepherders,” 
prophesied Boyd. “Our mission is 
to control the wrestling world and 
we have carried out our plan to 
perfection. Now with Butch back 
in the fold no one will ever stop 
us! People the world over are 
aware of our country, our history, 
our traditions. We are the master 
race and all the bloody 
Americans will suffer at our 
hands!” 


In the last seven years, the 
Sheepherders have established 
themselves as one of the most 
dominating forces on the wres- 
tling scene. And it looks like it will 
take a tag team tougher than a 
pair of Tasmanian devils to 
unseat the maniacal New 
Zealanders from their perch on 
top of the wrestling world. * 
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HE EAST COAST 

continues to be 

one of the most 

action-packed 
areas in the sport. For 
Starters, the Masked 
Superstar has been barrel- 
ing over everyone thrown 
into his path, including 
W.W.F. champion Bob 
Backlund! In a recent bat- 
tle waged in Madison 
Square Garden, the 
masked mystery man liter- 
ally controlled the whole 
battle, and then with vic- 
tory at his fingertips, the ° 
Superstar hurled Back- 
lund out of the ring and 
proceeded to drive him in- 
to the hard concrete floor. 
Backlund was out cold! 
The Superstar left Back- 
lund in a heap and calmly 
walked back into the ring 
and raised his arm in. 
triumph! “I don’t need that 
belt,” the vicious chal- 
lenger bragged. “| wanted 
to teach that punk a 
lesson. Next time I'll go 
after the title!” Youcan be 
sure that Bob Backlund 
will be ready for anything 
from the unpredictable 
Superstar. ... 

The Iron Sheik has 
returned to the East Coast 
after a sensational world 
tour and the wild Iranian 
looks awesome. He will 
continue to cause trouble 
all throughout the area 
with his camel clutch, a 
very painful submission 
hold the Sheik likes to use 
as a finishing move.... 

Another man Jooking 
for trouble is the mad Rus- 
sian, lvan Koloff. In recent 


this has made him quite a 
few enemies in the W.W.F. 
area. During a TV inter- 
view, Koloff literally 
knocked Pat Patterson 
five feet back when he sur- 
prised the blond mat great 
by calling him a liar and 
slapping him hard. After 
picking himself up off the 
floor, Patterson charged 
after Koloff but by then the 
Russian had madea hasty 
exit. Now Patterson has 
vowed to get even and 
show Koloff what he really 
thinks about Russian 
athletes. ... 

Just imagine what an 
awesome duo Koloff and 
the Iron Sheik would 
make! Another powerful 
duo after the Samoans’ 
tag team belts is Mr. Fuji 
and Tiger Chung Lee. This 
Oriental Connection is a 
truly amazing team rooted 
deeply in the martial arts. 
With Fuji's lethal Japa- 

nese skills and Tiger 
i Chung Lee’s vicious’ 
Korean tactics, these two 
assassins coud go very far 
in the Federation. ... 

This appears to be the 
age of tag teams. Besides 
the two previously named, 
there are three other tag 
teams competing fiercely 
in the W.W.F.: Rocky John- 
son and Tony Atlas; the 
Masked Invaders; and of 
course, the W.W.F. Tag 
Team champs, the Sa- 
moans. Johnson and 
Atlas have repeatedly let it 
aS | 


Chief Jay Strongbow is still 
searching for scalps up and 

down the East Coast, but this 
weeks, Koloff has really oe ae i time his war dance partner, 
become fanatical about é ° wee Jules, has decided to rest up at 
his Russian heritage and the reservation. 
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be known that they are 
best suited to wear the 
belts. The Invaders have 
come all the way from the 
Caribbean to challenge 
the champs and don’t in- 
tend to go home empty- 
handed. This means the 
Samoans had better be ex- 
tra careful or they could 
topple off the throne. 

“itll mever happen,” 
claims their manager, Lou 
Albano. “My Samoans are 
the greatest tag team 
combination in the world. 
No midget masked men 
will ever beat my tag team 
for the sport's highest 
honor. My men simply 
cannot be beat!’ Speak- 
ing of Albano, the loqua- 
cious manager is now be- 
ing featured in a rock 
video by Cyndi Lauper en- 
titled, “Girls Can Do It.” 
What will the crazy Albano 
get his chubby little hands 
into next?... 


continues to amaze 
everyone throughout the 
wrestling world. It’s now 
been a year since Muraco 
won the Inter-Continental 
title and the native of Sun- 
set Beach, Hawaii is still 
going strong! Muraco 
recently turned back 
numerous challenges 
from “Superfly” Jimmy 
Snuka to retain the belt 
and establish his superior- 
ity over the sensation from 
the Fiji Islands. The 
“Superfly,” although he is 


an amazing athlete, has | 
just not been able to lift | 


the Inter-Continental 
crown from the Magnifi- 
cent One. 
Snuka made an exciting 
appearance in St. Louis 
recently, but was almost 
banned for his efforts! 
Snuka wrestled twice in 
Kiel Auditorium, and after 
executing his famous 


Te Magnificent Muraco 


death leap and being 
warned that jumping off 
the top rope was illegal, 
Snuka tried it again. The 
Superfly is now facing a 
one year suspension in 
the state of Missouri. Late- 
ly, things just haven't been 
going too well for the 
talented Snuka.... 

Big John Studd recently 
returned to the W.W.F. 
area after a very success- 
ful tour of the Orient. The 
ieee a 


Bob Backlund (left), has re- 
tained his W.W.F. title by turning 
back the challenges of some 
especially nasty opponents, and 
the Iron Sheik is wreaking havoc 
in the name of the Ayatollah. 
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big man has once again 
renewed his long- 
standing feud with Andre 
the Giant... . 

Andre, however, has 
logged hundreds of thou- 
sands of plane miles this 
year traveling from one 
end of the world to the 
other. There is no one with 
a schedule quite like An- 
dre’s and the “Eighth 
Wonder of the World” 
shows no signs of slowing 
down.... 

Italian sensation Salva- 
tore Bellomois once again 
back on the East Coast 
after a successful tour of 
the Middle East, followed 
by a well deserved two 
week vacation in Europe 
visiting family and friends. 
Maybe Salvatore is now 
ready to win some of the 
wrestling world’s big 
titles. ... 

Poor Eddie Gilbert. 
After the Masked Super- 
Star reinjured his neck 
before millions of TV view- 
ers, Gilbert was rushed to 


the hospital and after a 
short stay was sent home 
to Lexington, Tenn., to 
rest. After a month off, 
Gilbert felt healthy 
enough to wrestle and 
decided to test his mettle 
in Japan. But after being in 
the Orient for only a week, 
Eddie hurt his neck yet 
again when he was 
suplexed six consecutive 
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The Masked Superstar is still the leading contender in the W.W.F. 
and the massive man from Atlanta, Ga., seems to get more 


vicious every day. 


times. The young star was 
immediately rushed to the 
hospital in Osaka, Japan. 
He remained there two 
days under observation 


before being sent home 
once again to Tennessee. 
Bob Backlund has helped 
Eddie strengthen his neck 
muscles and has put the 
fight back in the popular 
young combatant.... 
The fans on the East 
Coast are finally getting 
an Opportunity to see the 
stars of World Champion- 
ship Wrestling in action. 


During the last couple of 
months, the N.W.A. stars 
have moved further east 
and are now appearing in 
Pennsylvania on a regular 


Known for Managing 
such stars as Mr. Saito, 
Lou Albano is now a rock 
video star too. 


| 
basis. Recently a turn- 
away crowd appeared in 
Altoona, Pa., to watch 
Brett Wayne, the Road 
Warriors, Tommy Rich, 
Buzz Sawyer, Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts, and Bruno Sam- 
martino, Jr. do their thing. 
The week prior to this 
card, the W.W.F. also pre- 
sented a wrestling extra- 


vaganza featuring the 
“Superfly” and the “Mag- 
nificent” Don Muraco but 
the W.W.F. drew only half 
the number of people that 
turned out for the W.C.W. 
Card.... 


Tr N.W.A. group also 
has plans to bring its 
top stars to Baltimore, Md. 
As soon as the cable is set 
in the New York City 
boroughs of the Bronx, 
Queens, Staten Island, 
and Brooklyn, look for the 
stars of World Champion- 
ship Wrestling to appear 
in the metropolitan area. 
Because of théir cable ex- 
posure in New Jersey and 
Long Island, the N.W.A.’s 
World Championship 
Wrestling office in Atlanta 
has already been flooded 
with requests to bring the 
stars of the W.C.W. to 
these areas. Right now, it 
looks like the fans here in 
the east will finally have 
an Opportunity to see the 
Stars of WTBS Supersta- 
tion 17 in person. After a 
long wait, such standouts 
as Rich, Sawyer, Ric Flair, 
the Road Warriors, Brett 
Wayne, Ted DiBiase, and 
the rest of that talented 
group will become 
regulars. 

Hopefully, the time is 
not far away. Then the 
knowledgeable East 
Coast fans will be able to 
See all of the sport’s top 
athletes and not just the 
Same stars month after 
month. The New York- 
New Jersey metropolitan 
area is big enough to sup- 
port two wrestling promo- 
tions. And when two pro- 
motions compete for the 
spectators’ attention, the 
fans will be certain to see 
the best matches possi- 
ble. There is nothing like 
competition to stimulate 
interest!... 

That’s all for now. Look 
for more East Coast action 
in the Juneissue of WRES- 
TLING WORLD, on sale 
February 28th. * 
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or gun 
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completely safe! 
NOW you no longer need to live 

in fear of muggers, rapists, burglars! 
That's right! Feel completely safe and secure wherever you go. 
Yes! In just seconds you can immediately disable any attackers — 
leaving them rolling on the floor in pain for about 30 minutes. 
Because now you are armed with the most effective .22 calibre 
non-lethal tear-gas handguns ever devised. Yet you can buy our 
guns legally. So why not useitto defend yourself against robbers, 
muggers and rapists. Imagine what this could mean to you and 
your loved ones. 

Each weapon has a range of 15 to 20 feet Both guns will fire a 
sudden burst that will instantly disable any attacker. Each shot 
sounds so real that the intruder will be easily scared away — and 
well he should be! But the best part is that you do not need a 
firearms license to own or carry these personal protective weapons. 
So now you can walk without fear. 4 
All solid metal! Dependable products 
of master international gunsmiths. 
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Our revolver is the famous Vanguard model 8-shot side loading 
cylinder. Our 7-shot heavy duty frame automatic is clip fed and has 
a safety lever. The window inside the frame actually counts the 

shots fired. Both guns respond perfectly to your every movement 
and are extremely easy to handle. So don't take crime lying down. 
Fight Back and Win! tie 


Order now! 

Both the automatic and revolver can be 
loaded with either tear-gas cartridges or 
blanks. As you can see, these handsome 
guns will easily fit into a pocket, purse or in 
our own specially designed gun holster. 
These precision made guns are extremely 
sturdy yet lightweight. They can literally 
save your life in time of need. SoAct Today! 
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R. WRESTLING 

ll says he’s“... 

fed up with all 

these gibrones 
going around wearing 
masks. 

‘Im particularly annoyed at 
one who calls himself ‘Mr. 
Wrestling,’ as though he were 
the original and I'm just an im- 
itator. | have worn the mask 
and the name for enough 
years that | don't feel like | 
have to put up with people 
trying to cash in on my 
reputation!” 

Mr. Wrestling II is as quick 
as a cat and is the master of 
a thousand holds and es- 
Capes. He's all business in 
the ring and will keep the 
match as clean as his oppo- 
nents. want, but he’s bad 
news when dealing with 
wrestlers who, like he says, 
try and cashin on his reputa- 
tion. When Mr. Wrestling |! 
was in Florida a couple of 
years ago, somebody came 
along calling himself “Mr, 
Wrestling III.” Mr. Wrestling II 
hit the guy so hard that he 
broke his hand in ‘the pro- 
cess, but we sure didn’t hear 
anything from “Mr. Wrestling 
ll?’ after that!. . . 

Former World Heavy- 
weight champion Ric Flair is 
intent upon beating current 
N.W.A. ruler Harley Race to 
regain his title. Ric is a flam- 
boyant type who enjoys the 
good life. He doesn't mind let- 
ting the world know that he 
considers himself to be the 
very best, but then again, he 
has the wrestling ability to 
back up his boast. Two years 
in the driver's seat as N.W.A. 
champ did a lot for Ric's ego, 
which wasn't exactly under- 
nourished to begin with. 
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Sports fans up around the 
Carolinas, where Ric rose to 
stardom before winning the 
coveted belt, are particularly 
fond of this colorful young 
man and seem confident that 
he will again reach the top. 
He's tough and he's durable, 
and your old Uncle Ralph 
would not be at all surprised 
to see him regain the big 
one.... 

Another former N.W.A. | 
champ who always ranks 
among the top contenders is 
Dusty Rhodes, also known 
as the American Dream. At 
the moment, Dusty is having 
his problems with Cowboy 
Ron Bass, a one-time tag 
team partner. Ron is carrying 
an ornate saddle around with 
him, which is unusual for 
someone who is not riding a 
horse. Barry Windham says 
the saddle belongs to Dusty, 
but the Dream has thus far 
remained silent on the } 
subject... . i 


Blackjack Mulligan’s newest toy is 

the unofficial “brass knuckles” 
championship, while Big Daddy’s 
has more sentimental value. 


EE 

Bob Armstrong is having 
his problems with the 
masked Mr. Olympia up 
around Mobile, Ala., and the 
Surrounding area. Bob’s 
sons, Brad and Scott, are 
also wrestling in that vicinity 
and are aiming at a decisive 
win over the team of Ron 
Starr and Honky Tonk 
Wayne Farris, who; by the 
way, is not related to the 
television newsman from 
Miami. 


B? Daddy weighs 450 
pounds, but he's not too 
big to take a little toy duck 
with him wherever he goes. 
Big Daddy was visiting a 
young friend in the hospital, 
and the kid gave him the 
duck. “Its my most prized 
possession,” says Big Daddy. 

James J. Dillon claims that 
Big Daddy has an ulterior 
motive in taking the toy duck 
with him. “It's a foreign ob- 
ject,” says Dillon, “and that 
man should not be allowed to 
bring it into the ring! Isn't it 
enough that he outweighs 
most of his opponents by 150 
to 200 pounds without cheat- 
ing as well?”. . . 


Hustler Rip Rogers wants 
everybody to know that he is 
just about the coolest thing to 
come down since Davy 
Crockett discovered the first 
mountain trout stream. Rip 
makes his way into the ring to 
the accompaniment of music 
which he considers “cool,” 
even if it’s not country. He is 
also escorted by a shapely 
woman valet, whose efforts 


to please Rip are “satisfac- 


tory.”... 

Mike Rotundo is one of the 
fastest-rising young stars on 
the southern wrestling scene. 
Mike hails from Syracuse, 
N.Y., and attended Syracuse 
University, where he won top 


honors as an amateur ath- 
lete. One of Mike’s best 
moves is the airplane spin, 
which he executes with great 
precision. Mike has put to- 
gether an enviable record 
since coming to Floridafrom 
the Carolinas... . 

Speaking of the Carolinas, 
that area is currently “home 
base” for three former N.W.A. 
champions. In addition to Ric 
Flair, we find Dory Funk, Jr., 
and Jack Brisco in that part of 
the sunny southland. 

Funk is still involved with 
mariager Paul Jones and 
they are certainly not the 
most popular combination 
south of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Paul, an outstanding 


wrestler in his own right, has 
been known to assist Dory 
beyond the point of signing 
contracts and rendering 
advice. 

Jack Brisco, along with his 
brother, Jerry, has been con- 
centrating on tag team com- 
petition. They have been 
quite successful in recent 
months... . 

Blackjack Mulligan, a rug- 
ged veteran of the mat for 
many years, has staked his 
claim to the “brass knuckles” 
championship. This title is 
about as unofficial as you can 
get; in fact, no official sanc- 
tioning body in professional 
wrestling would touch it with 
a 10-foot pole. It basically in- 


Two of the hottest young stars under the southern sun are new 
Florida State champion Barry Windham (left), and Mike Rotundo, 
who is fond of giving his opponents a free ride. 
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One of the best in his field, Gor- 
don Solie keeps television fans 
tuned to the sizzling southern 
action. 


volves competition wherein 
the use of taped fists is legal 
and disqualifications do not 
occur. 

Blackjack’s son, Barry 
Windham, is the Florida 
Heavyweight champion at 
this writing, having beaten 
Jos LeDuc for the honor, It is 
the second time in his career 
that Barry has held this, one 
of the most respected state 
championships in the sport. 
Four N.W.A. World cham- 
pions have held the Florida 
state title... . 

Athletes who are accom- 
plished with the weights 
aren't uncommon in pro 
wrestling, but Pistol Pez 
Whatley is really something 
else. This former South- 
eastern Conference Heavy- 
weight champion can bench- 
press no less than 425 
pounds, yet he’s quick and 
agile in the ring. It just goes to 
show you that a muscular 
athlete doesn’t have to be 
“muscle-bound.”. . . 

Angelo Mosca assures us 
that he’s“. . . still big, and still 
nasty!” Mosca played football 
for the University of Notre 
Dame and later gained Hall 
of Fame honors for his efforts 
with the Canadian Football 
League. He’s powerful and 
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he’s tough... . 


ordon Solie is one of 

the best-known TV 
wrestling commentators in 
the business, hosting pro- 
grams from Florida and 
Georgia. When telecasting 
from Florida, Gordon ‘is 
assisted by Buddy Colt and 
Barbara Clary. From Geor- 
gia, Gordon gets an able 
assist from Ole Anderson. 

“It's great having veteran 
wrestlers like Ole and Buddy 
to help out with the commen- 
tary,” Gordon remarked, “and 
of course, a woman's per- 
spective is a welcome inno- 
vation.”. . . 

‘Bob Orton, Jr., has proven 
to be areal comer in the pro- 
fessional ranks. Like his 
father, the famous “Big O,” 
Bob, Jr., is a methodical 
wrestler who thinks several 
moves ahead, ahead of his 
opponent, thatis. Bob's style 
is very similar to that used by 
his father and by the late Or- 
ville Brown... . 

The One Man Gang is the 
latest terror of his territory, 
bullying his way through the 
South like a raging elephant. 
He stands about 6-7 and 
weighs somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 450 
pounds. He is as mean as he 
is big, and has been known to 
defeat as many as five oppo- 
nents ina single evening... . 

Playboy Gary Hart says 
that nobody, but nobody, can 
Stand against the Great 
Kabuki. Hart, a spoiled rich 
kid with access to his family 
fortune, nonetheless chose 
to grow up tough, hanging 
around the pool halls on 
Chicago's South Side instead 
of taking it easy at the coun- 
try club on Lake Michigan. In 
this environment, Hart met 
people like Bad Leroy Brown 
and a lot of other undesir- 
ables, but he also acquired a 
keen eye toward spotting an 
exceptional athlete. He says 
Kabuki is the best he’s ever 
had.... 

Abdullah the Butcher re- 
spects no man’s domain and 
has, upon several recent oc- 


casions, shown up in certain 
key wrestling capitals of the 
South. The wildman from the 
Sudan is a vicious competi- 
tor; “uncivilized” is a term 
used by many of his oppo- 
nents. He has about as much 
respect for the rules of the 
sport as a hog has for indoor 
plumbing. There are rumors 
of $10,000 being offered to 
any wrestler who can pin Ab- 
dullah. Winning by disqualifi- 
cation obviously doesn’t 
count... . 

The Road Warriors, true to 
their name, are onthe roada 
great deal of the time. They 
travel extensively throughout 
the eastern half of the United 
States, and according to 
comments we've heard, the 
fans would like it better if they 
spent a little more time north 
of the Mason-Dixon line... . 

Mike Davis is a very popu- 
lar young wrestler down Flor- 
ida way. Mike has proven 
himself against’ some really 
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Still big and still nasty, Angelo 
Mosca (above) cries out for com- 
petition while Scott McGhee’s 
thoughts have turned to cooler 
climes. 


SUPER-STUD TELLS YOU 
HOW TO 
DOUBLE 


OR EVEN TRIPLE YOUR 


SEX FUN 


IN SIMPLE, LOGICAL, NATURAL WAYS 
AND MAKE A WOMAN CRAZY ABOUT YOU 


[Se eS 
top-flight opponents in recent 
weeks and has definitely 
moved out of the “rookie” 
class... . 

Dick Slater has become 
well-established as one of the 
most rugged professionals to 
step into the ring. Dick comes 
from Tampa, Fla., where he 
returns from time to time, but 
is currently bringing some 
sunshine to the Caro- 
linas.... 

Scott McGhee is another 
name you'll hear a lot up 
Carolina way. Scott has been 
very successful wrestling, 
and has also had some suc- 
cess in marketing a line of 
cold weather wrestling gear, 
which he is hoping to export 
to Alaska.... 

That's about it from this 
section of the country for 
now. Everybody have a nice 

Holiday Season, and we'll 
talk to you again in our June 
issue, on sale February 28th. x 


“Super Stud" is a pseudonym 
for a group of guys whom the 
prominent author has inter- 
viewed over a period of 39 weeks 
“to learn how they were able to 
attain continuous success with 
woman after woman, Some are ~ 
just ordinary fellows, of varying 
physical attributes and a variety 
of walks of life; some workers, , 
some craftsmen, some professionals, but all with one 
thing in common. They've been around, are either 
divorced or never married and are ALWAYS seen with 
stunning women, of all ages. It wasn't easy to get them 
to reveal their secrets. It took a lot of time and effort. 
The data was collected by an expert and here it is, 
offered in a book that is one-of-a-kind, that no library 
will ever have on its shelves. But we know this for sure: 
there’s not a man alive who won't learn SOMETHING 
from it and most will learn an awful lot. It's a treasure 
you won't part with. Still, here's our promise to you. If 
you'll part with the book after reading it, your money's 
waiting to be returned. All we ask is that you send 
$4.95, plus $1 for postage and handling to Deer Creek 
Products, Dept. $21, P.O. Box 754, Pompano, FL 33061 
... and in a plain wrapper we'll send you one of the most 
important books you've ever read as far as your love-life 
is concerned. 
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Catfights, mixed wrestling, strong 
women, boxing, face sitting matches, 
female domination-films and photo sets, 
live events. Send $3.00 for sample copy 
of newsletter/brochure to: JOAN WISE 
CLUB. P.O.Box 1209(WW) G.P.O. Bronx, 
NY 10451. 
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Spike Huber, owner of the upper hand in his current war with Tully 
top.” Blanchard, looking to milk the rivalry for all it’s worth, plans t 


NE OF THE 

hottest rivalries 

going in the Mid- 

lands, or any- 
where else for that matter, in- 
volves Junkyard Dog and 
Butch Reed. On the surface, 
that may seem very hard to 
believe. 

Various portions of the 
Midlands are staunch cheer- 
ing sections for both Reed 
and the charismatic Dog. But 
something went sour and 
suddenly it was Reed, blow- 
ing up in totally unexpected 
fashion, who sparked an in- 
tense donnybrook with the 
powerful Dog. 

What happened? “Nice 
guys finish last!” snapped 
Reed, generally a very per- 
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sonable young man. 
“Everybody used to tell me to 
look out for myself and I'd 
smile and go on worrying 
about the other guy. 

“But then | saw how some- 
body like Junkyard Dog uses 
that type of decent personal- 
ity to keep away real competi- 
tion,” explained Reed. “So 
finally, | decided to take the 
bull by the horns and change 
the direction | was going.” 

“Hacksaw” certainly did 
just that. In fact, his record 
really has not improved be- 
cause Reed was always a 
consistent winner anyway. 
Now, though, he must con- 
tend with a fired-up Junkyard 
Dog and this war could last 
more than a century if the 


Blanchard, has heard the words of his nemesis: “The cream rises to the 
0 do alittle creaming of his own. 


size and strength of the 
tempers involved are any 
indication... . 

The Von Erich clan is used 
to being put on the spot. The 
Freebirds have been doing 
that to them consistently over 
the past year or so. Kevin, 
David, and Kerry have taken 
on Michael Hayes, Terry 
Gordy, and Buddy Roberts in 
almost every form of combat 
known to the mat world. 

Now more trouble is on the 
way in the form of the mask- 
ed Super Destroyers. The 
hooded terrors have vowed 
to not only blast the Von 
Erichs, but to also flatten the 
Freebirds if any of that com- 
bination gets in the way. 

Of course, one Super De- 


REPO 


stroyer has gained a good 
deal of fame (or infamy, de- 
pending upon the viewpoint) 
in other parts of the country. 
Big, strong, and one of the 
first to use the “superplex,” 
this Super Destroyer now has 
a twin in creating havoc. 

“Believe me, we work to- 
gether like brothers. Our 
teamwork is the best ever,” 
stated the original Super De- 
stroyer. ‘The Von Erichs have 
problems because all of them 
are unable to hold back their 
egos, as the Super Destroy- 
ers do so well.” 

The masked combo is also 
eager to meet the Von Erichs 
in individual combat as well. 
What about the Freebirds? 

Again, the original Super 
“D’ offers, “The Freebirds are 
tough, but they too have per- 
sonal conflicts beginning to 
create problems. Remem- 
ber, this happened to them 
before in Georgia. They can't 
stand success. 

“Freebirds or Von Erichs, it 
makes no difference to the 


r 


Super Destroyers!” boasted 
one masked man who is 
ready to fight... . 

Jerry Oates is putting to- 
gether the very best efforts of 
his outstanding career in 
wrestling. Known as the 
“Georgia Greyhound” for his 
strength, speed, and grace, 
Oates has always been a hid- 
den gem and is vastly under- 
rated. 

Now Oates is reaching for 
the gold ring. He has per- 
fected the spinning toehold to 
ascience, and many feel that 
Oates is better with the hold 
than the Funks were in their 
prime some years back. 

“I'm glad people are getting 
worried about the spinning 
toehold for two reasons,” 
pointed out Oates, one of 
wrestling’s last true gentle- 
men. “One, that means I’m 
hurting some people and that 
is exactly what a top hand 
must do once in a while to be 
able to reach his full potential. 

“Two, if everybody is look- 
ing for the spinning toehold, 
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In addition to his fashion fortes, Jesse “The Body” Ventura relishes his 


spectacular specimen ofa physique and his deep contempt for Jerry 


Lawler. 
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that is going to open up a 
multitude of things for.me to 
grab a victory with quickly,” 
added Oates. 

So true. Few are as versa- 
tile as Oates, who gained 
fame with his abdominal 
SS 


Reeling from an Adrian Adonis 
assault, Hulk Hogan can still 
reflect on his big victory over 
“Crusher” Blackwell in a recent 
steel cage confrontation. 


stretch and reverse rolling 
cradle. Jerry also: owns a 
superb drop kick. 

Adding to Jerry's incentive 
is his youngest brother, Mar- 
ty, who has just started in pro 
wrestling and looks to “big 
brother’ for guidance and 
inspiration. 

“All | give him are facts,” 
Jerry remarked. “Never quit 
and always give 100 percent. 
If you've got the ability, it will 
win in the end.” Just as it is for 
Jerry Oates today... . 
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Vee ago, fans in the Mid- 
lands were up in arms 
about “Black Jack” Lanza and 
his controversial manager, 
Bobby Heenan. 

Injuries forced Lanza into 
retirement a couple of years 
ago, but rest and special 
training put Lanza back into 
the ring wars early in 1983. 
Naturally, Heenan was right 
there at Jack's side. 

And that was the end of the 
fairy tale, because Lanza and 
Heenan got into a heated ar- 
gument that led to blows, and 
now to actual ring battles be- 
tween the two. “Heenan ask- 
ed for it,” roared Lanza, “and 
I'm going to give it to him!” 

The crowds have been 
Solidly on the side of Lanza, 
which Lanza considers 
something of a surprise. 
“Usually the crowd cheers for 
the smaller of the two men 
and I’m bigger than that 
weasel Heenan,” Lanza 
admitted. 

“But | guess the fans knew 
something more about 
Heenan than | did for a long 
time,” continued Lanza. “If 
they keep cheering for me 
like this, I'll be sure to give 
Heenan an extra whack 
every time we see each 
other.”. .. 

Jesse Ventura is a man 
who likes to go his own way. 
Once a co-claimant of the 
World Tag Team title with 
Adrian Adonis, Ventura is 
really most comfortable as a 
loner. 

They call this man “The 
Body” for good reason. ‘I take 
pride in having my muscles 
look just so perfect,” stressed 
Ventura. When he’s not in the 
ring, he runs a gym in the 
Minneapolis area and has 
helped many Twin Cities’ 
natives find their perfect 
form. “It makes me physical- 
ly ill to see people who take 
no pride whatsoever in their 
bodies.” 

Ventura might also get ill 
when he sees fiery Jerry 
Lawler, because Lawler and 
Ventura have been involved 
. insome brutal tussles around 
the Midlands as of late. 
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“No wonder Lawler and | 
don’t get along,” Ventura 
said. “I know how good | am: 
I'm great. Lawler thinks he 
knows how good he is, and 
he ain't!” 

But Lawler has been good 
enough to leave his mark on 
Ventura. That feud is certain- 
ly not settled yet. ... 

Hulk Hogan and “Crusher” 
Blackwell are still at it, but 
things seem to have cooled a 
bit since a recent cage match 
which ended with Hogan’s 
arm being raised in triumph. 

Likewise, the furious 
vendetta between “Spike” 
Huber and Tully Blanchard 
may have ebbed a bit since 
Huber won a sensational 
Texas “death match” from 
Blanchard. That historic affair 
went 14 falls and almost 50 
minutes before Blanchard 
was unable to answer the 
bell. 

Blanchard, however, says 
another day is coming. “Just 
because the Yankees lose 
one year doesn’t mean they 
are not the true class of 
baseball,” pointed out 
Blanchard. 

“Over a period of time, the 
cream rises to the top. So 


Huber and | are not finished 
by any means,” predicted 
Blanchard, using almost the 
same words Blackwell of- 
fered about his rivalry with 
Hogan.... 

“Dutch” Mantell has been 
racking up victories in the 
Midlands. Bearded and 
mean, Mantell complains 
that some promoters look for 
size only and ignore ability. 

“Here | am, 230 of the most 
solid pounds you'll ever see,” 
Mantell said very accurately. 


“Yet some have a tendency 
to say I'm too little without 
watching what | do inside that 
ring. After all, I'm a bit heavier 
than Jack Brisco was when 
he won the World title. 

“All that baloney about be- 
ing small just makes me 
mean" Mantell snarled. “And 
the meaner | am, the better | 
am.” 

Which means “Dutch” 
Mantell fits right into the 
Midlands’ mold—tough, ex- 
cellent, and exciting. * 
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The call is out fora Northwest return by Dick Slater (above) and Mike 
Graham (right), local fan favorites who are making noise in the 
Carolinas and the Midwest, respectively. 


RESTLERS 
from all over 
the country 
have been fly- 
ing in and out of the West 
Coast for matches that have 
been drawing huge crowds in 
San Francisco and San Jose, 
Calif. 

Under the promotion of 
Vince McMahon, who for 
years has been presenting 
main eventers in East Coast 
rings, San Jose’s Ball Park 
Fairgrounds was the setting 
of a tremendous card that in- 
cluded such topnotchers as 
Pat Patterson, Andre the 
Giant (also known as “the 
Eighth Wonder of the 
World”), “Magnificent” Don 
Muraco, Jimmy “Superfly” 
Snuka, and many others. 
Even in the pouring rain, a 
huge crowd turned out to see 
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these highly-rated wrestlers 
battle it out. 

Muraco and Snuka had 
quite a donnybrook, in which 
Muraco left the ring in a fit of 
anger, only to be counted out 
and disqualified. In his usual 
Style, Muraco broke every 
rule in the book but his plans 
backfired this time around. 

Of course, Muraco and 
Snuka have collided before, 
particularly back east before 
sell-out crowds. Their battles 
over the Inter-Continental 
belt have resulted in bloody 
knock-down, drag-out brawls 
that culminated in their steel 
cage extravaganza. Ringsid- 
ers on the West Coast re- 
member Muraco as a nice 
guy who suddenly changed 
his ways. The fans were be- 
hind Snuka all the way, and 


although their favorite was 


the mat), he's rapidly running 


unable to pin or force Muraco 
into submission, they still 
were witnesses to one of 
wrestling’s most memorable 
battles... . 

Fans were also pleased to 
welcome the return of Andre 
the Giant. Andre was recent- 
ly voted one of the most pop- 
ular wrestlers in the state, but 
because of his hectic sched- 
ule he appears only once or 
twice each year. 

“Andre is in great demand 
because he’s constantly a 
large draw at box offices,” his 
manager explained. “But be- 
cause of his huge size, and 
because of the fact he’s prac- 
tically undefeated (he’s never 
had his shoulders pinned to 


out of opponents willing to 
challenge him. He therefore 
frequently finds himself in 
what's called a handicap 
match, in which two people 
take on Andre at the same 
time. And it's usually the two 
who turn out to be the handi- 
capped!”... 

It was equally exciting to 
see Pat Patterson, a former 
U.S. Heavyweight champion 
and former World’s Tag 
Team titleholder, back in the 
ring. Patterson appears to be 
faster and more capable than 
ever and the fans still flockto - 
see him. For over six years, 
the blond Canadian provided 
excitement during many wild 
brawls. 

Patterson, who currently 


The Saito sword of de- 
fiance was raised 
in a monstrous battle 
royal, during which the 
Japanese dynamo 
hoisted Ray Stevens, only 
to be tossed himself by 
Hulk Hogan. Dusty 
Rhodes (right) has put on 
his traveling boots in 
readiness for a bloody na- 
tional tour. 


assists as ring commentator 
during the weekly televised 
matches, has many fond 
memories of West Coast 
action. 

“| always enjoy returning to 
the West Coast because | 
love the fans—they’re always 
so supportive of me,” beams 
Patterson. “And | enjoy the 
tough competition that's 
usually found here. And the 
weathers great and the 
money's good. So whenever 
I can, | like to sign contracts to 
wrestle in main events here. 
But lately I'm so busy with 
wrestling and announcing in 
the East that | don’t have any 
spare time. But I’m planning 
on wrestling again in the San 
Jose area soon. | always look 
forward to it.”. . . 


mong others, West 
Coast fans are currently 


clamoring for handsome 
young Tito Santana. The 
talented six-year veteran 
looked impressive during a 
recent match here. He much 
prefers wrestling by the rules, 
and the fans approve. 

“?m an athlete and | care 
about my reputation,” San- 
tana said. “I've done well so 
far and | want my success to 
continue. Why should | wres- 
tle like some of these rule- 
breakers? You know, guyS 
like Sgt. Slaughter, The 
Masked Superstar, The 
Great Fuji, “Magnificent” 
Muraco, Rock ’n Roll Zum- 
Hofe, and others. | can defeat 
my opponent by fair means 
so why should | resort to foul? 
| can handle myself against 
almost any competitors and 
that’s the way | want it to be. 
Sure, | could bring in an ob- 
ject occasionally, or choke or 
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‘ gouge or kick once in a while 
but that’s not my style. | prefer 
wrestling by the rules and 
that's how it'll always be.” 

Santana referred to The 
Masked Superstar, a mystery 
man who is no midget at 262 
pounds. This roughneck from 
parts unknown recently said 
he won't quit until he wins the 
crown. He's big enough not to 
get pushed around, and 
rough enough to injure op- 
ponents whenever the timing 
is right. 

In fact, this tough guy has 
been known to insert objects 
into his mask, then knock op- 
ponents senseless with them 
to obtain victory. Through the 
years, this has been a fairly 
common practice of many 
masked wrestlers but when 
he’s questioned about this il- 
legal practice, the Superstar 
totally denies it... . 

San Francisco's spacious 
16,500 seat Cow Palace was 
the setting for a recent 
20-man battle royal with no 
rules, no time limit, no stop- 
ping for blood, and no dis- 
qualifications. Some of the 
wrestling world’s greatest 
competitors participated in 
this annual prestigious event, 
including Ray Stevens, who 
Started his career in San 
Francisco in 1960, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Jerry “Crusher” 
Blackwell, The Sheik, Greg 


Gagne, Bobby “The Brain” 


Heenan, Nick Bockwinkel, 
and Japan's Mr. Saito. 

The winner? Mad Dog 
Vachon, who seems to have 
recently won the fans’ hearts. 
But this was no easy victory, 
Most battleroyals are dan- 
gerous and at least a few par- 
ticipants wind up being bad- 
ly injured during the match, 
and this was no different. But 
it was interesting seeing tag 
Partners save each other 
from defeat, and to see 
enemies taking out their 
frustrations on each other. 

For example, Hulk Hogan 
saved Stevens from defeat 
when Saito attempted to toss 
him over the top rope. And 
the rules of this battle royal 
were that there were only two 
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ways a wrestler could be 
eliminated—by being thrown 
over the top rope, or by being 
pinned in the ring. However, 
if a wrestler was thrown 
through the ropes, or was 
thrown over the top rope and 
did not hit the floor, he could 
return to the ring. Vachon 
was thrown through the 
ropes dnd therefore. was 
allowed to return; Saito was 
thrown over the ropes onto 
the cement floor and was 
eliminated. Greg Gagne, son 
of former champ Verne 
Gagne, was an early favorite 
in this dangerous event but 
he was eliminated seventh. 

On the other hand, the 450 
pound Blackwell, one of the 
most unpopular wrestlers in 
the country, helped Stevens 
and Hogan in an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to throw Vachon 
over the ropes. 

When Vachon walked 
away with the beautiful 
trophy and the prize money, 
the fans showed their 
appreciation... . 


e recently received a 

letter from “Handsome” 
Jimmy Valiant, of the famous 
Valiant Brothers, who will 
soon be returning to West 
Coast mat wars. This muscu- 
lar 270-pounder has won 
many titles in the last 10 
years and he is still as color- 
ful as ever. Fans turn out to 
see him in the ring because 
there’s usually constant ac- 
tion when he's around. He 
was recently fined $500 and 
suspended for 30 days when 
he slammed a steel ringside 
chair over an opponent's 
head, knocking him out and 
sending him to the nearest 
hospital for stitches. 

But Valiant is quick to deny 
any wrongdoings. “Can't you 
tell how big, strong, and 
tough | am? I'm tired of hear- 
ing about all of these sup- 
posed rough and tough wres- 
tlers; they couldn't beat me if 
they had to. I'm back at the 
wrestling wars and | want to 
get down to some sericus 
business. 

“| want to go at it alone, 


without any of my brothers, 
and work toward a shot at the 
championship, and I'll win it 
before too long,” he wrote. 
“My reputation is a good one. 
People know that I’m tough, 
and that I’m not a pushover. 
They respect me. I'm coming 
back strong and vicious: ll 
be introduced as the king 
before you knowit.”. . . 

Dusty Rhodes, “the Amer- 
ican Dream,” is a highly-rated 
293-pounder who has won 
several important matches in 
San Francisco, and is 
presently plying his trade in 
Florida, Georgia, and other 
parts of the sunny south. Dur- 
ing a recent interview on 
cable TV, Dusty said he’s 
looking forward to a national 
tour which will see him head- 
lining in many cities across 
the United States. 

“I'm looking forward to 
wrestling in Houston, Chica- 
go, San Francisco, Atlanta, 
and the Carolinas, and I've 
already told promoters that 
'm willing to take on any 
wrestlers, under any condi- 
tions. I've been wrestling for 
11 years now and my experi- 
ence is behind me. I've been 
a champion before and | 
know what it feels like being 
the king. | have a few scores 
to settle and that's what I'm 
doing now. 

“| don't want to give away 


too many details but | current- 
ly have three wrestlers that | | 


wantto settle scores with,” he 
Said. “But | don't want to 
name them. Maybe some of 


the fans know. I'lichase them | ; 
anywhere until | get them in | 
the ring the way | want them | 


— preferably with no rules. 
I'm ready. Some of the wres- 
tlers have done me wrong 
during the last few years, and 
now | want to pay them back. 
I'll do whatever is necessary 
to get them in the ring and 
show them who's boss.”. . . 
An avid fan in the Portland 
area wrote us wondering 
where Dick Slater and Mike 
Graham are. Slater, a vicious 
grappler who will do anything 
within his power to win, and 
Graham, a young athlete 


who is gaining respect, were 
headlining matches on the 
West Coast a few years ago 
before leaving the area for 
separate ventures. Slater has 
been spending time in the 
Carolinas, while Graham has 
blazed a trail across the 
Midwest to Florida. 

The fan informed us that 
Dutch Savage is still active in 
wrestling, promoting and 
refereeing, and he's doing a 
good job of bringing in 
topflight talent to the Oregon 
area. Savage wrestled for 22 
years before finally deciding 
to take life easier, concentrat- 
ing on promoting and occa- 
sionally playing the role as 
the third man in the ring. 
SS SSS 


Pat Patterson (below center) 
may be reconsidering his travel 
itinerary as he sustains a little 
local flavor courtesy of Terry 
Funk (left) and Dick Slater. 


Fearsome Pat (above) nonethe- 
less is still most comfortable in 
the ring on top of his duties as 
TV commentator, and he certain- 
ly still knows the way to San 
Jose, a favorite spot of his thatis 
now back in sight. 


“After having wrestled for 
so many years, it was inter- 
esting being a referee 
because it gave me the op- 
portunity to find out what a 
referee goes through, and 
believe me, it's hard work. 
After all, referees are human 
and they don’t have eyes in 
the back of their heads. And 
contrary to what many fans 
think, they don’t play favor- 
ites, at least | don't think so. 
They always try to do their 
best. 

“But | would like to try and 
change things during the 
months ahead. There are too 
many wrestlers getting away 
with things, and too many are 
breaking the rules, giving our 
sport a bad reputation. | often 
broke rules, too, but now | 


realize its not right. We all 


need to crack down on some 
of this.”. . . 


ick Bockwinkel is still 

listed at the top of the 
ratings and says he'll do 
anything to cling onto his 
A.W.A. championship, Bob- 
by “The Brain” Heenan often 
accompanies Bockwinkel to 
ringside for his bouts, acting 
as manager and assistant. 
But more times than not, 
Heenan helps Nick out with 
the rough stuff, kicking or hit- 
ting his foe while Bockwinkel 
attracts the referee's atten- 
tion. Needless to say, they're 
not exactly the two most pop- 
ular wrestlers on the 
circuit. ... 

Mad Dog Vachon, who 
seems to have garnered 
most of the fan support, is in 
line for a crack at the belt and 
quite possibly may have had 
his chance by the time this 
reaches the newsstands. His 
battle royal victory put him 
in the top challenging 
position.... 

The incredible Hulk Hogan 
looked impressive during his 
recent appearance here and 
there’s no question that he’s a 
mighty big man. Regardless, 
he spends at least four days 
each week in the gym, train- 
ing all body parts, so that 
most of his 302 pounds are 
solid muscle. He’s lost very 
few matches so far in his 
career and promoters are 
constantly attempting to book 
him for their cards. He has 
signed contracts to wrestle in 
main events in several major 
cities throughout the U.S., as 
well as in Tokyo, London, and 
Canada, through the spring 
of 1984.... 

Obviously there's plenty of 
action just around the corner, 
and we'll keep you informed 


of all of the goings on in this: 


column. You can drop us a 
line, informing us of any ac- 
tivity in your area, by writing 
to Allan Bolte, P.O. Box 6145, 
Albany, CA 94706. 

We'll see you in the next 
big issue of WRESTLING 
WORLD. * 


HOW TO 


GET GIRLS 


AND MAKE THEM 


LOVE YOU 


Even the charismatic, macho guys 
with the money, don't always find the 
girls they want when they want them 
and when they do, then what? They 
don’t always find conquest all that 
easy. It can be costly and time-con- 
suming when you don’t know the ins 
and outs. Why, then do SOME guys 
never strike out? What's the secret 
formula? Is there a sure fire way? You 
bet your life there is! A concentrated, 
computer generated study has pro- 
duced a compilation of individual in- @y 
terviews, in-depth investigations and 
intensive explorations and we offer 
it to you, ahead of general distribu- 
tion at only $4.95 plus $1 for postage 
and handling. And we make this chal- 
lenge to you. Either get a whole slew 
of great'tips, insights and ideas... 
not just one or two... or back comes 
your money upon return of the book. 
But we know for a fact that it reveals 
anumber of secrets, each alone worth 
many times the price and you won't 
want to part. with the book at any 
price. Why not see for yourself? After 
all, you’re the winner. Send your 
check or money order to Deer Creek 
Products, Dept. P11, P.O. Box 754, 
Pompano, FL 33601. 


PELLET 
FIRING 
22 CAL. 


SNUB- NOSED 
REVOLVER 


FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 
This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels 
like the famous snub nosed revolver in use 
by most detectives. The cylinder swings out 
to take eight 22 caliber pellets and each 
revolver comes with its own FREE supply of 
targets and 50 rounds of reuseable pellets. 
Only $395 plus 65¢ for postage and hand- 
ling. Your purchase price promptly refunded if 
you 're not completely satisfied. Not sold in 
ew York City. 
Guaranteed Distributors, Dept.127D044 


35 Wilbur St., Lynbrook, New York 11563 


“#00 FRENCH CACHETTES 
for a bare minimum cover | 
with the maximum support. 
Great for sunbathing or 
under jeans & swimwear 
Designed to give you the 
ultimate in appeal and 
support. Set of three in 
Black, White & Nude. 


IN N BRIEFO > 
THREE FOR $10.99 f 


Add $1.00 for mailing. 
6% Sales Tax. 
REGENCY Soar ES pe DIV A-416 
iIco: 
Hollywood, Calif. 90028 
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Bob Sweetan. The Bruiser, 
with his patented pile driver, 


has incapacitated several top 


wrestlers including Pedro 


Morales. Pedro has been out 
of action for six weeks after 


suffering several cracked 
vertebrae in his neck in a 
bruising battle with Mr. Pile 
Driver. The doctors feel that it 
will be at least another month 
before Pedro is fully recuper- 
ated. In the meanwhile, 
Pedro stays at home and 
steams. “I will get him,” Pedro 
vowed. “I've wrestled every 
top star in the sport and I've 
never felt this way about 
anyone else in my career. 
Amigo, | am ready for any 


kind of action. Believe me, [ey 


Bruiser Bob Sweetan will get 
what is coming to him.” The 
Bruiser, however, merely 
laughs when the Puerto 
Rican star is mentioned. .. . 
King Tonga is still the 
Puerto Rican Heavyweight 
champion. The King has 
come far from the Island of 
Tonga, rapidly rising into the 
ranks of the mat superstars. 
He's strong, muscular, and 
powerful besides being a 
very dangerous and know- 
ledgeable wrestler. Watch for 
Tonga to really make it big in 
the very near future!. . . 
The Masked Medics con- 
tinue to hold on to the North 
American as well as the 
World’s Tag Team belts. The 
Medics are fantastic wres- 
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E WOULD like 
to welcome 
everyone to 
another Carib- 
bean update. The sunny 
Caribbean continues to be 
the scene of wild, exciting ac- 
tion. The biggest star in the 
Caribbean today is “Bruiser” 


and for all. While in New York 
where the Invader is current- 
ly appearing, the popular star 
explained, “Eventhough lam 
wrestling in the W.W.F. area 
now, | still want to return to 
Puerto Rico to rid the island 
of Ox Baker. I've defeated 
him before but that’s not 
enough. | want to drive him 
off of my island and if it 
means leaving here to go 
there and get the job done, | 
will do it!” It sounds like the In- 
vader doesn't find Baker's an- 
tics very funny... . 


he wild Tamba is now 
wrestling in Mexico. 
Tamba should be returning to 
the Caribbean some time 
SS ay 


Pedro Morales polishes a few of 
his more punishing moves in an- 
ticipation of getting his revenge 
on “Bruiser” Bob Sweetan. The 
Masked Medics (below) have 


Te 
tlers but they also have Hugo 
Savinovitch on their side. 
Savinovitch has guided the 
careers of many sports 
greats and he has his 
masked men sitting on top of 
the world. “No one will ever 
defeat my masked sensa- 
tions,” Savinovitch bragged. 
“They've got it all: speed, 
science, smarts, and me as 
their manager. | will see to it 
they become the greatest tag 
team combination the sport 
has ever known.”... 

Hercules Ayala is one big, 
tough Puerto Rican. He is 
now competing in the Carib- 
bean after a successful stay 
in Calgary.... 


sos Se ee 


Big, bad Ox Baker has 
departed the Caribbean 
shores but the mean Ox has 
vowed to return. Presently in 
Germany, Baker plans on 
returning to the West Indies 
once his tour is finished. 
“There is nobody finer than 
the big Ox,” he said of 
himself. “Since I've come to 
the Caribbean, I've made 
them forget about everyone 
else. The only person that 
means anything around here 
any more is me!” Hopefully 
the Invader didn’t hear that. 
The Invader still has it in for 
the menacing Baker and has 
vowed to return to the Carib- 
bean to settle the score once 


certainly found the right tag 
team prescription. 


REPORT 


next spring to continue his 
weighty assault on the wres- 
tling world.... 

There is no one more 
popular in Trinidad than Vic- 
tor Jovica. Jovica is truly ana- 
tional hero in the land of 
Calypso music. Wherever he 
goes, a crowd invariably 
forms to greet him and get his 
autograph. “I love the people 
of Trinidad,” Jovica stated. 
“They treat me so nice and 
friendly and really support me 
every time | step into the ring, 
With their help and en- 
couragement I’ve been able 
to do very well here.”... 

Curacao continues to be z 
hotbed of wrestling activity. 
Even the W.W.F. champion, 
Bob Backlund, defended his 
title on the island against 
Marine Corps drill instructor 
Sgt. Slaughter. It was quite a 
battle but the champ suc- 
cessfully turned back the 
powerful challenge of the 
Sarge.... 

Ric Flair has been appear- 
ing in the Caribbean at least 


once a month. “Nature Boy’ is 
a big favorite with the 
knowledgeable Caribbean 
fans but they still would love 
to see one of the local mat 
heroes topple the talented 
blond grappler.... 

EI Gran Apollo has looked 
very impressive in recent 
weeks. Apollo has a sound 
fundamental approach to the 
sport and the good-looking 
Cuban can really throw a 
devastating punch when the 
situation calls for it... . 

Colorful Mil Mascaras has 
recently made several ap- 
pearances in the Caribbean. 
The Mexican sensation is 
held in very high esteem all 
over the islands. Besides his 
fantastic wrestling ability, the 
fans truly admire Mascaras’ 
colorful ring attire and stun- 


ning robes. His brother, Dos The vicious Kendo Nagasaki is still taking out his frustrations on 
all of those unfortunate enough to challenge him in the ring. 


Caras, is also revered in the 
sunny islands... . 

Indian star Gama Singh is 
now appearing in Calgary. 
His faithful Trinidad fans will 
sorely miss their idol but 
Gama plans on returning to 
the island some time during 
the new year. “It is time for a 
change,” Gama stated before 
departing the Caribbean. “I've 
been wrestling throughout 
the Caribbean for close to a 
year and now it is time to try 
my luck elsewhere. But! will 
return. This is like my second 
home. I love everything about 
this place.”... 


N ot too long ago Abdullah 
the Butcher stormed the 


TV studio in which Carlos 


Colon was busy being inter- 
viewed. The Butcher vicious- 
ly attacked him and then pro- 
duced a huge net. With the 


help of the evil Hugo 
Savinovitch, the Sudanese 
wildman proceeded to tie up 
the badly injured Colon. Col- 
on vowed revenge and has 
finally cornered the Butcher 
in Greensboro, N.C. Know- 
ing that promoter Jim 
Crocket had Abdullah under 
contract for his Thanksgiving 
Day Extravaganza, Colon 
petitioned for a match against 
the Butcher. Crocket readily 
agreed and the match was 
added to the big holiday card. 
Incidentally, the Thanksgiv- 
ing Extravaganza was close- 
circuited to many different 
cities in the U.S. as well as to 
several foreign countries. 
The matches from Greens- 
boro. were even viewed in 
Puerto Rico so the hometown 
fans could see how their hero 


fared against the wild 
Abdullah... . 


The current champions as 
recognized by Capital Sports 
promotions include: W.W.C. 
champion, Carlos Colon; 
W.W.C. Tag Team champs, 
the Super Medics; North 
American Tag Team cham- 
pions, the Super Medics; 
North American Heavy- 
weight champion, Bob 
Sweetan; Puerto Rican 
Heavyweight champion, 
King Tonga; W.W.C. Jr. 
Heavyweight champion, 
Pedro Aguayo; Trinidad 
Heavyweight champion, Ray 
Apollon: Dominican Republic 
champion, Jack Veneno. 
That's all for now. Look for our 
next report in the June issue 
of WRESTLING WORLD. 
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NAILED IN THE ACT: A passive Woody Farmer 
reclines on an ultra-firm mattress during a rare 
respite from the sticky wrestling business, fully 


aware that nails are naturally attracted to wood. 
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